
MINUTES OF THE 47th TRING
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD

AT NORA GRACE HALL,
FAVERSHAM CLOSE ON

MONDAY 24th MAY 2021 AT 7 p.m.

Present: Councillors:

R. Ransley , Town Mayor (presiding)
A. Caps
A. Macdonald
N. Nutkins
P. Hearn.
R. Hollinghurst
P. Elley
C. Townsend
S. Wilkie

Also present:
Lydia Housden (Town Clerk)
Anthony Cartwright (Town Warden)
Emma Cave (Clerk to Youth Town
Council)
Sally Symington (County Councillor)
10 registered electors of Tring Town

450. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Cllr Mc Dowell  (Covid 19 concerns), Cllr Patterson (illness), Cllr
Piper (transport delays) and the Deputy Clerk  (Covid 19 concerns)

451. MINUTES
The Minutes of the 46th Annual Town Meeting held on Monday 15 rd April 2019 were
confirmed as a true record and signed by the Mayor (There had been no Annual Town
Meeting in 2020 due to the Coronavirus -19 pandemic).

452. TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT
The Mayor explained that the Town Council had still been operating despite the
coronavirus-19 pandemic. Meetings had been held virtually and the public had attended.
This year the biggest disappointment for the Mayor had been VE day as there had been so
much planned for the town. Instead, like the rest of the town, she had sat in her front
garden and celebrated with neighbours at a distance and took part in a minute's silence but
it wasn’t the same.

Unfortunately in June one of the council members, John Bowden, passed away and he is
missed. In order to fill the subsequent vacancy, a co-option was made (there was no call for
an election). It was interesting to see the talent that the candidates had and the same
people who were not chosen are still willing to assist the Council and this proves how the
residents of Tring work together as a community.

We have had changes in staff, Lydia who is our new town clerk has never had an
opportunity to have a meeting in the Town Chamber as yet even though she has been with
us since November. We also have a new Town warden who knows most of us and the
residents of Tring and on behalf of the Council & in particular as mayor she would like to
welcome them both.
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The mayor would like to record her
thanks to Tring Together for putting
on shop Christmas, Tring shop local
and for bringing back a bit of
normality. Normally the Tring
Christmas shopping is a big event
with around 8,000 people attending.

The local plan had dominated this
year and the Council agreed that it is
too much housing. The town needs
to grow but not to that extent. It also
didn’t allow for extra sports space
and other infrastructure. As a council
we have worked with experts,
residents and stakeholders within
Tring to pass their thoughts on to
Dacorum Borough Council.

The Mayor concluded by thanking
her Council colleagues, the Town
Clerk and Deputy Clerk with all the
other Council staff for the hard and
dedicated work undertaken during

this unusual year.

453. ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 2021/22
Councillor C.Townsend, Chairman of Finance & Policy Committee explained the key features of
the budget for 2021/22:

Income in had been around £260,000 mostly made up of the precept costing the average
household between £25-£30. Other income is received from commercial properties.

In terms of expenditure a proportion is on administrative expenses but we also give money
out via grants examples being to Tring Together & the Youth Town Council. Money is also
spent on the Market House & the allotments.

Each year we also do a number of projects with last year's budget including sums for climate
change, VE day celebrations, friends of millennium wood and £5,000 was set aside for the
Nora Grace Hall. Unfortunately not all of the projects were able to go ahead because of the
pandemic. This year the projects are similar but money has also been put aside for
professional advice for the Local Plan so that Tring will have a strong case. The amount that
is going to be spent on the Market House is also going up as it is an old building and some
repairs are going to need to take place.

The council’s general level of reserves remain healthy and we are also in receipt of CIL
monies and the Council is looking how best to spend those.

The Council has also agreed to spend up to £25,000 to assist the renovation of the
skateboard park.

The audience were asked if they had any questions relating to the finances. The County
Councillor asked for details as to the amount of CIL monies and if they had been received
from the LA5 development. Cllr Townsend confirmed that he would need to check both points
and revert back if required.
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The previous County Councillor
suggested that the Town Council may
wish to invest in further cycle tracks in
the town. His suggestions were Cow
Lane and between Pound meadow and
Cow lane and from Cow lane to Hemp
Lane. This could be achieved with
co-operation with the County Councillor.

Cllr Townsend said that was a good idea
and if the County Council could provide
proposals to the Council with costs then
that would be the best way to take
forward.

A member of the public had heard a
rumor that the high street would be
tarmacked because of costs. The Mayor
explained that under the high street it is
chalk which consequently moves and the
County hasn't much funding, although
the preference would be to keep the
current blocks. The members of the
public's concerns are that planning

permission wouldn’t be required so it could be done without public consultation and there are
a number of alternatives. The mayor confirmed that it hadn’t been raised with Tring Town
Council yet but when it did they would take the views of the residents. Cllr Hearn confirmed in
the past that the Town Council had been to the County Council with regards to this issue and
it was extremely important that they come to the Town Council again to consult on the matter.

454. THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY AWARD 2021/22
Having given a brief summary of the winner’s contribution to the Town, the Town Mayor
announced that the winner of the Annual Community Award was Valerie Carr.  She will
receive £300 to be donated to a charity of his choice.

She has been active in a range of community projects and organisations.

455. OPEN FORUM
During this item there were the following questions/comments from members of the public:

● That the Towncrier could be improved by including contents on sport, churches and the
school refit. Please could the representatives of the outside bodies write reports on these
matters. He also thinks that it should include advertising of local businesses and the
income from the magazine could cover the costs.

● That the council could provide more electric car chargers for the town.
● Outside the robin hood pub on Brook Street there are ugly crash barriers and could they

be replaced with alternative more aesthetically pleasing barriers.
● Could measures be put in place to reduce the noise of the A41 road traffic, there is noise

reducing tarmac and sound barriers that can be put in place etc.
● Whether the Town Council will consider doing something about the cancellation of Tring

Park run by the Woodland Trust.

The Mayor concluded the evening by thanking everyone for attending.

The meeting closed at 7:40 p.m.
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Signed ………….…………………..
Town Mayor
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