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 MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF TRING TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD VIRTUALLY ON 9TH NOVEMBER 2020 AT 7.30PM. 

 
Present:      Councillors: N. Nutkins (Chairman) 

P. Elley 
P. Hearn 
R. Hollinghurst 
B. Patterson 
R. Ransley 
C. Townsend 

 
Also Present: M. Curry (Clerk to the Council) 

L. Housden (Newly appointed Town Clerk) 
D. Slade (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 
2 Members of the public 

 
         20229. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

All Members present 

         20230. TO MAKE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Hearn would not take part in any discussions of licensing as a member of 
Dacorum Borough Council Development Licensing Committee 
 

20231.   TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE  
MEETING HELD ON 12th OCTOBER 2020 
 
RESOLVED: To accept the minutes as presented and for the Chairman to 

sign them 

         20232. MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES 
The planning recommendations were forwarded to Dacorum Borough Council.  

         20233. CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS 
None received. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Standing orders were suspended at 7:33pm 

Mr Wallis, Development Director, and Mr James, Chairman, of Tring Sports           
Forum addressed the meeting with regard to the DBC Draft Local Plan. 

Tring Sports Forum had been in existence for 16 years and Tring was             
recognised as a centre of excellence in several sports. Demand for open spaces,             
pitches and facilities had always out stripped supply – a situation that would be              
exacerbated by the proposed housing in Tring unless a significant provision           
was incorporated in the Local Plan. 

There was a lack of confidence in the research conducted in support of the              
Local Plan, the results of which had not been published yet. Concerns were             
expressed about the efficacy of consultation during Covid. The Sports Forum           
wished to work with the Council in its response to the draft Local Plan;              
working together would give more weight to the response. 
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The members of the Sports Forum were thanked for attending the meeting and             
the Council agreed to collaborate in its response to the Local Plan consultation. 

Standing orders were resumed at 8:15pm. 

   20234. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The Council considered planning applications which had been referred by          
Dacorum Borough Council for observation of this authority. It was decided to            
request the Local Planning Authority to take the following comments into           
consideration when determining the under-mentioned applications. 

 
PLAN REF.NO. 

 
20/03260/LDP Single storey rear extension at 85 Grove Gardens, Tring HP23 

5PY for Mr and Mrs Hough (Jane Miller) 

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this 
application 

20/03293/FHA Proposed re-roofing and cladding to existing outrigger 
together with alterations to openings in the outrigger and main 
house hallway at 102 High Street, Tring HP23 4AF for Julian 
Meres and Lisa Opie (Natahsa Vernal) 
The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this 
application 

20/03294/FHA Two storey and single storey rear and side extensions, 
including demolition of existing garage and internal 
alterations at 21 Dunstan Hill, Tring HP23 4AT for Mr and 
Mrs Poll (Jane Miller) 
The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this 
application 

20/03311/TPO Fell common sycamore tree at 11 St Francis Close, Tring 
HP23 4FG for Mrs R Westley (Laura Bushby) 
The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this 
application subject to the recommendation of the Tree Officer 

 
20235. LIST OF DECISIONS BY DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL IN 

RESPECT OF RECENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

The Council noted the decisions by Dacorum Borough Council that were           
circulated to members prior to the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: To note the planning decisions received 
 

20236. TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS 
None received. 

20237. PREMISES LICENCE APPLICATION 
None received. 
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20238. DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN 2020-2036 
The following points were raised in the discussions relating to the Council's 
response to the draft Local Plan: 

● Figures from the ONS suggest that the current household predictions for 
2018 could be half of the number of dwellings in the Local Plan that 
were based on  2014 data. CPRE supports the ONS figures. Tring 
appears to be getting more than its fair share of DBC’s allocation. 

● If the smaller/starter homes that were need, were built – housing density 
could be increased and less of the Green Belt would need to be released. 

● Marshcroft Lane/Station Road is poorly drained and would require 
significant piling to enable house building. Prefabricated homes may be 
more appropriate. 

● The ‘Planning for the Future’ White Paper and the associated white 
paper on the housing needs algorithm that sets out targets for building, 
are being challenged. They are not yet on the statue books, but Dacorum 
Borough Council need to be mindful of what they contain and the 
reaction to them. 

● It might be of benefit to Tring to accept more houses of the right kind – 
may make life better for Tring residents depending on what is offered. 

● The proposals are for too many houses for Tring, but how many can 
Tring take? Consultation with Grove Road Residents Association, the 
Sports Forum and many others is required in the Council's response to 
DBC. 

● Land west of the Icknield Way may be suitable for development of 
public open space and sports pitches in that it maintains the open aspect. 

● On the advice from Trevor Standen (Barrister), a proposal was 
presented to Council to progress the appointment of a planning expert to 
undertake an appraisal of the Local Plan that would inform the strategy 
to take forward to the consultation and public enquiry.  The appraisal 
would be an independent view of what has been presented and identify 
potential weaknesses in what was proposed in planning terms.  The cost 
would be £600.00 to prepare a quotation to conduct planning appraisal.  

RESOLVED: To appoint a planning expert (Michael Fearn) at a cost of 
£600.00 to prepare a detailed quotation to undertake a planning 
appraisal of the DBC Local Plan to be presented to Council on 
Monday 23rd November 2020 

 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 8.16pm                       Chairman 

 


