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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BUILDINGS AND ASSETS COMMITTEE
OF TRING TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,

THE MARKET HOUSE, TRING ON MONDAY 9TH MAY 2022 AT 8.30 pm

Present: Councillors: C. Townsend (Chairman)*
R. Ransley
N. Nutkins
R. Hollinghurst
P. Hearn
P. Elley (substitute)

Also present: Cllr B Patterson
Mrs L Housden (Town Clerk)
Ms C. Murray (Deputy Town Clerk)
3 Members of Public

20954. APOLOGIES
Cllr P. McDowell and Cllr S. Wilkie (Prior engagements)

RESOLVED: To accept the apologies for the reasons given.

20955. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None

20956. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE BUILDINGS & ASSETS
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 7th FEBRUARY 2022

RESOLVED: To accept the Minutes as presented and for the Chairman to
sign them.

20957. MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES
● The official gym equipment opening, where a representative from the

company shows people how to use the equipment, has been booked for
25th June and will be advertised once the promotional materials have
been received.

● The appointed architect has had a conversation with the planning office
regarding the pre-planning application. It was very positive, and they
stressed that they liked the scheme. Other comments that were made
included:

● They are very keen that the building integrate strongly with the
park and public realm.

● If removing trees, they would like the Council to replant a few
● They are keen to understand the gabion facade a bit more
● They hope that there will not be any fences etc. so that the

building connects well with the surrounding
● The commercial space they think should be focused more on

small startups and hot desking
● Acoustic noise pollution needs to be mitigated
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● The wider context with the town centre and listed buildings
needs to be well communicated.

A full report will follow, which will hopefully be received next week so
that it can be circulated as part of the Annual Council meeting papers on
16th May.

● The valuation for the Bulbourne Land had been instructed, and a site
visit with Dacorum Borough Council is due to take place this Thursday.

20958. CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Clerk reported that Wendover Canal Trust had sent an email to all of its
members encouraging them to write to the Town Council asking that additional
CIL monies are contributed towards their canal restoration project.
Consequently, several such requests have been received, and these have been
circulated electronically for consideration.

20959. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
● A member of the public understood that the Council had s106 monies

from the New Mill development. He does not believe that these should
be spent on the Nora Grace Hall but instead should be used to replace
the New Mill social centre.

The Mayor clarified that a decision had already been made to use these
monies for the Nora Grace Hall replacement. Another Councillor
explained that most of the funds allocated were CIL funds.

The same resident then spoke about the proposal to remove the Flower
bed in Church Square: A High Street improvement scheme had taken
place 30 years ago, changing Church square from a small car park, and
the work had been a considered nature and design. The flower bed
reflects two sides of the octagon and provides shelter for the seating.
The removal of the flower bed invalidates the design. Without it, it
would be difficult to find a satisfactory design solution. Much of that
redesign has been allowed to die by degrees as if the town council does
not care about it. There is no good reason why trees should not be
planted and flowers in the flower bed. It tears up a substantial
contribution made to the town 30 years ago if it is removed.

● A second member of the public agreed with the comments made
regarding Church Square. The trees failed because the drainage had
become blocked and not cleared, resulting in trees dying through lack of
moisture. Rather than degrading the square, less could be paid to return
it to its original glory with trees and robust street furniture.

He then went on to talk about the Nora Grace Hall. He was a local
architect and member of Tring Art Group. He had been at a meeting in
2020 regarding the replacement of Nora Grace Hall. It was decided at
that time to develop the brief and commission surveys. At a recent
meeting with Tring Together, he learnt great progress has been made
and an architect appointed. Few people were aware of the consultation
or the redevelopment. He noted the design points and agreed with 90%



7234

of them, but he questioned its realisation and felt the ambition was
restricted. He had shared articles on a project in Somerset that he found
inspirational. There needs to be flexibility in the use of the space and
the ability to expand as needs grow. The current building was a
temporary structure, and the new one must be radically different,
adaptable and robust. The site access may be reconsidered, e.g. Access
from Marks and Spencer's car park. The landscaping will be very
important. The next stage must be meetings with stakeholders and
potential new stakeholders with working groups to establish the new
use of the building.

● An artist based in Tring who is part of Tring Art Group spoke. Art is
important for health and wellbeing. She sees the Nora Grace Hall
development to bring value back into Tring. There is no other art centre
in this area. There is a theatre, book festival and music festival. More
people are moving into Tring, and an art centre could bring more people
into Tring. She would like a dedicated gallery space with changing art
exhibitions, a shop for the artists to sell their work in, and rentable art
studios. There are no affordable artists' studios in the area. They are
different to office spaces, e.g. concrete floors. Individual lockable units
would work well.

20960. PLAYGROUND INSPECTION REPORTS
The inspections carried out by Wicksteed Playgrounds Ltd were circulated prior
to the meeting. An overall low risk had been given in respect of the Pond Close
and Chapel Close sites. Observations included monitoring items, reinstating turf
& install signage. The Skate Park had an overall moderate risk, but this in the
main relates to the old-style equipment being used, which will be corrected
when replaced with the new Skate Park equipment. Any actions that can be
taken will be carried out.

RESOLVED: To note the contents of the reports and the resulting actions.

20961. FLOWER BED IN CHURCH SQUARE
A report had been circulated to the Committee prior to the meeting proposing
that a recommendation be made to the full Council on whether to remove the
Flower Bed in Church Square. If removed, it would stop the need for ongoing
maintenance and provide increased space. Works were urgently needed to the
brickwork if it remained.

The advantages and disadvantages were discussed. It was explained that the
Council had been advised to remove the original trees, and concerns were
raised as to a trip hazard (a raised curb) to the rear of the square.

RESOLVED: To recommend that the flower bed not be removed but repaired
to make it safe and potentially remove the trip hazard.

20962. OWNERSHIP OF THE ALLOTMENTS AND GRASSKEEP AT
DUCKMORE LANE
It had come to the Clerk's attention that these areas of land had been registered
in the names of Dacorum Borough Council, which it was believed was an error.
Approval was requested to appoint the Council’s solicitors to rectify the
position.
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RESOLVED: To instruct Austins LLP to Transfer ownership of this land into
the Tring Town Councils' name.

20963. STAG SCULPTURE
A local sculptor has contacted the Council offering to donate a large stag
sculpture to the parish as part of the Jubilee celebrations.

RESOLVED: To defer the decision until the sculpture had been viewed in
person by a number of the members of Council to see if feasible.

20964. TOWN COUNCIL PROPERTIES AS FILMING LOCATIONS
The Committee were asked to consider if they were in agreement to land and
properties owned by Tring Town Council to be added to the Dacorum Borough
Councils database as potential locations to film.

RESOLVED: To agree to Tring Town Council properties and land being added
to the Dacorum Borough Council database as potential filming locations.

20965. TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON PROJECTS INVOLVING COUNCIL
PROPERTIES AND TO CONSIDER ANY ISSUES SUCH AS
MAINTENANCE WITH REGARD TO COUNCIL PROPERTIES

(i) The Market House, 61 High Street, Tring HP23 4AB and Information
Centre
●1st Floor Back Offices (Liaison Financial Services) – Office is being used

more regularly.
●1st Floor Front Office (TTC) – Clerk & new Deputy Clerk working from the

council chambers.
●Units 2 and 3 (Sands Trading) – Shop still trading.
●Information Centre – The Town Warden has re-decorated the downstairs

toilet and purchased and installed a bathroom cupboard for storage.
●Council Chambers - Committee Meetings are returning and in the process of

going to tender for external works to the building.
 
(ii) Church Square, High Street, Tring
●Friday Market is continuing to take place as normal.
●The flower bed needs repairing/removing

(iii) Mansion Vista, land adj. Memorial Garden, High Street, Tring
●Nothing to report

(iv) Market Place, Brook Street
●Used by Farmers Market (2nd and 4th Saturdays)
●Still being used by Tring School to park staff cars whilst works are being

carried out to the school.
●The possibility of installing electric charging points is being investigated.

(v) Nora Grace Hall
●The lease with Tring Together has been completed.
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(vi) Pond Close (North)
●Playground inspection report available
●New gym equipment has been installed and the open day booked.

(vii) New Mill land off Icknield Way
●Meadow Brook – regular litter pick and routine maintenance
●Chapel Meadow –regular monitoring of worn surfaces

(viii) Bulbourne Land
●A full update was given at the Council meeting on 25th April. Since then a

fresh application to the secretary of state has been submitted.

(ix) Duckmore Lane land
●Ownership issues
●Allotments – all plots let.
●Millennium Wood and meadow – monitoring of species ongoing.
●The work on the wildflower meadow has started and is ongoing.
●Grass keep – is being grazed and a new licence for this year is being entered

into.

(x) Skate Park, Pound Meadow
●Update awaited

(xi) Old School Yard
●Possibility of installing electric charging points being investigated.

 
RESOLVED: To note the updates and hard work of the Town Warden for his

redecoration of the Information Centre lavatory.

20966. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
A resolution was considered that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded during the
following items of the agenda for this meeting because it is likely that publicity
would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the
business.

RESOLVED: To exclude members of the press and public.

20967. UPGRADE OF COMPUTERS FOR COUNCIL STAFF
The annual budget includes £4,000 for this project. A report detailing the need
and three quotes was circulated prior to the meeting.

RESOLVED: To authorise the purchase of three replacement computer
systems and three new lap tops. To appoint Practical Computing to set the new
computers and laptops up, safely dispose of the old ones and to assist with
ongoing IT support and backup . To adhere as close to budget as possible.

The meeting closed at 9.30p.m. Chairman


