
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Executive Summary 

Tring Music Partnership (TMP) was created in June 2021 to get 

community music back on its feet following the pandemic. 

Music benefits everyone’s mental health and wellbeing and we want 

everyone in our community to have the opportunity to take part in 

music. 

With a major grant from Tring Town Council, additional grant from Dacorum 

Borough Council and funds from event ticket sales we have 

• Provided musical instrument demonstration and have-a-go sessions for over 

140 primary school children 

• Ran 3 free youth musical theatre workshops for over 50 young people  

• Ran the church stage at the Tring Christmas Festival so that school choirs and 

local musicians could perform 

• Put on a Big Band concert and workshop for Armed Forces Day 2021 

• Created a register of local music teachers 

• Ran two large networking events to link all primary school music teachers 

together and support local music groups to get back up and running in a 

COVID-safe way 

• Provided early years music sessions for Tring Tots community playgroup 

• Supported young bands to perform at Tringfest rock festival at the Court 

Theatre 

• Provided older years music sessions for residents at The Furlong 

  



 

 

In Detail 

 Singing workshops 

Why was this important? Young people’s 

mental health has been particularly 

affected, so we ran two all day musical 

theatre singing workshops for year 6 - 

year 13 students (age 10-18) in October 

2021 and February 2022 

 

The young people had expert vocal 

coaching from local professional vocal 

coach Jill Neenan and performed 

ensemble and solo numbers in an 

evening concert with a live band. For 

many this was their first opportunity to 

sing in front of an audience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Instrumental workshops 

To support young instrumentalists in the 

town we also ran a Big Band workshop 

in July 2021 where members of Tring 

School Swing band rehearsed with RAF 

Halton jazz band and professional tutors. 

There was an evening outdoors public 

performance to celebrate Armed Forces 

Day. 

And in March 2022 we ran a workshop 

for young instrumentalists to help them 

learn the skills to play in local school and 

Court Theatre shows as well as gain the 

confidence to lead their own ensembles.  

A group of local theatre directors formed 

a singing ensemble for the young 

musicians to work and the workshop 

was led by one of the UKs top musical 

directors, Tim Maple, who started 

musically directing while at Tring School 

in the 1980’s. 

 

 

  

I just wanted to say a huge thank you for 

organising the singing workshop (and 

including Dundale). The girls were 

absolutely buzzing and loved every minute. 

What a great experience for them all!   

Kate McKenna,  

Music Teacher, Dundale School 

“It was a lovely day and the kids are 

really lucky to have someone as energetic 

and inspiring as you to help them on their 

musical journey. I honestly think putting 

on a day like that is much harder than 

doing what I do for a living, and it was a 

true learning experience for me as well as 

(I hope) the students.”  

Tim Maple 

 



 

 

 Primary school musical instrument demonstration and ‘have a go’ sessions 

 

Why was this important? Primary school 

is the age where most children start 

thinking about learning an instrument.  

Given that there was over a year of no 

live music and performance or music 

activities in schools we created a session 

to demonstrate as many musical 

instruments as possible and get children 

who had never played an instrument 

before to try out the drum kit. This was 

session delivered to all three Tring 

primary schools as well as a further 4 

Tring School feeder schools, reaching 

over 140 children. We measured the 

impact once the children had moved up 

to secondary school and found that 40% 

(77 of 191) of year 7’s in Tring school 

had recalled attending a primary school 

music instrument demonstration when in 

year 6. Of these 45% said they had 

considered taking up a musical 

instrument as a result. 

 

 



 

 

 

 Early years music sessions 

Why was this important? The pandemic 

stopped community playgroups from 

taking place.  

Parents had been unable to get out and 

socialise with other. Tring Music 

Partnership supported one of Tring’s 

longest serving community playgroups – 

Tring Tots – by providing regular early 

years music sessions involving singing 

and action songs and percussion. 6 

sessions have been provided to date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Older years music sessions 

Why was this important? Residents of 

supported housing have been without 

visiting musicians for over two years and 

we think particularly benefit from the 

feeling of connectedness that taking part 

in group music sessions can provide.  

We provided two music and singing 

sessions for residents of The Furlong 

(supported housing) and aim for more of 

this kind of music making in the coming 

year.

 

  

“The music sessions are the reason why many of the parents come – it draws people in and 

the parents and toddlers get a lot from joining with the singing and actions. It’s something 

unique and it brings everyone together.”  

Alice Earnshaw – Playgroup organiser and volunteer 

“After not having any social activities 

going on for so long due to the pandemic 

it was great to have music back, because 

the residents can join in and sing along, 

it’s really good for the soul.”  

Jo Palmer – scheme manager,  

The Furlong 

 



 

 

 Music at community events 

Why was this important? Young 

musicians need opportunities to 

perform.  

We can encourage young people to learn 

instruments and get involved in music, 

but it is performing with other people 

that will grow the next generation of 

local musicians. Equally, the town’s 

public events need live performance to 

attract audiences and make the events 

as lively and successful as possible. 

As we came out of the restrictions Tring 

Together was quick to restart the main 

outdoor community events (in a covid 

safe way). TMP organised the music for 

Christmas Festival Church Stage with 

over 30 performers and 240 people 

attended. 

By helping young performers gain the 

confidence to perform live at our singing 

and instrumental workshops, and 

creating strong links with school choirs 

and groups, TMP is a in a great position 

to make sure that all the town’s main 

events are full of live music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Thoroughly enjoyed the concert at Tring Church this afternoon. Thank you for inviting 

Hattie to sing, she had a wonderful time and Rob’s enthusiasm and love for the music is 

inspiring. Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas! “ 

 Claire and Hattie. 



 

 

 Vision 

Our vision for year two and three is  

• To have a continuous programme of inclusive youth music workshops so that 

young performers can develop their skills 

• To bring live music from local performers to the Summer Carnival, Spring Fayre 

and Christmas festival and other town events 

• To bring participatory music sessions into care homes and playgroups and 

schools  

We are actively seeking funding for our year two and three programme so that 

everyone in our community can benefit from music. 

 

 Our people  

   
Programme Director 

Rob Schafer 
Programme Administrator 

Trish Dowden 
Tring Together CEO 

Vivianne Child 
 

Advisory Group:  Leon Bosch, Emma Canavan, Anna Le Hair & Ellie Hicks 

Resident Vocal Coach:  Jill Neenan 

Guest Musical Director: Tim Maple 

Tutors:   Andy Dimond, Liam Burgoyne, Scott Kempster, Lesley 

Vincent, Max Randell 

Workshop Chaperone:  Kike Schafer 

Events Team:  Phil Dowden, Barry Child, Peter Child, Jim Neenan 

 

 Contact 

Programme Administrator Trish Dowden  

Trish@Tringtogether.org.uk - www.tringtogether.org.uk/tmp 
 

Tring Music Partnership is part of Tring Together. Charity registered in E&W 1152858 

mailto:Trish@Tringtogether.org.uk
http://www.tringtogether.org.uk/tmp

