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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TRING TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE
COUNCIL CHAMBER, THE MARKET HOUSE, 61 HIGH STREET, TRING, HERTS

ON MONDAY 24th OCTOBER 2022, AT 7.30 p.m.

Councillors: C. Townsend (Chairman) Present
P. Elley Present
P. Hearn Apologies given
B. Patterson Present
R. Hollinghurst Present
N. Nutkins Apologies given
R. Ransley Present
A. MacDonald Absent
P. McDowell Present
S. Wilkie Present
H. Piper Absent
K. Baker Present

Also Present: Mrs L Housden, Town Clerk
Ms Caroline Murray, Deputy Clerk
X3 Members of the public

21132. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Hearn and Cllr Nutkins
(Both had prior engagements)

RESOLVED: To accept the apologies for the reasons given.

21133. TO MAKE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr McDowell would not take part in item 21138 as a member of Dacorum
Borough Council’s Development Management Committee.

21134. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON 26th SEPTEMBER 2022

RESOLVED: To accept the Minutes and for the Mayor to sign them.

21135. MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES

The Buildings Assets & Infrastructure meeting minutes sets out what has been
agreed upon in respect of the public consultation for the Nora Grace Hall. In
respect of timings, the aim is that the consultation will run from 11th
November to 23rd December. The first event will be in the Council chamber
on 26th November (3.30 pm - 8.30 pm), and then the main event will be at the
Nora Grace Hall on Sunday 11th December (12 pm - 3 pm). Councillors were
asked to attend each event, particularly the Sunday event.
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21136. TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE TOWN MAYOR
MAY DESIRE TO LAY BEFORE THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
The Mayor reported that he had :
● Attended three events including the Tring Beaver’s AGM, The Apple

Fayre Parade down the high street and the  Apple Bake Off
Prize-Giving.

The Clerk reported:
● That a roadshow will be held by Hertfordshire County Council at

Church Square to promote their re-branded Dial- a- Ride service in
Tring on Thursday, the 27th October at Church Square.

● Tring Together will be using the Old School Yard car park for the
Christmas festival, as usual. The car park will therefore be closed from
5 pm on Friday 25th November and all day on Saturday 26th
November. The information office would stay open a bit later that day
(3pm - 6pm).

● There will be a staffing committee meeting on Monday, 14th
November.

21137. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Standing Orders were suspended at 7:35 pm by resolution to allow members
of the public present to speak.

● A member of the public asked to congratulate the organiser of the Apply Fayre
and asked if signs can be put up by the town council for the Farmer’s Market?

● A director of the Farmers Market asked if permanent signage could be put up
at either end of the town to promote the Farmers Market. They would need
assistance with funding and permissions. County Cllr Sally Symington had
been approached. Clerk informed them of TTC Small Grants that could be
applied for. The Mayor emphasised that as they would be placed on highways
land Hertfordshire County Council would need to be involved, and agreed that
the council would liaise with Cllr Symington in support of this request.

● A member of the public explained that the Tring Farmers Market  was one of
the first Farmers Markets established in the country. Difficult to maintain
attendance on a regular basis. Feels the town should be proud of it. It has
always been a community effort. It’s an asset and about maintaining local
culture, business and community enterprise. Signage is one element but not
the full story.

Standing Orders were resumed by resolution at 7:43 pm.

21138. PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
The Council considered planning applications that had been referred by
Dacorum Borough Council for observation of this authority. It was decided to
request the Local Planning Authority to take the following comments into
consideration when determining the under-mentioned applications.
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PLANNING REF. NO.

22/03053/FHA Front Porch. 63 Okeley Lane Tring Hertfordshire
HP23 4HB (Lois-May Chapman)

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this
application. However, the Planning Authority's
attention should be drawn to the neighbour's concerns
regarding potential encroachment.

LIST OF DECISIONS BY DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL IN
RESPECT OF RECENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Council noted the decisions by Dacorum Borough Council, which were
circulated.

RESOLVED: To note the planning decisions received

21139. TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS
None received

21140. PREMISES LICENCE AND STREET TRADING CONSENT:
Details of application M055156 Tring Together Christmas Festival street trading
consent considered.

RESOLVED: To note the application received

21141. STANDING COMMITTEES
(i) the Planning Committee held on 10th October 2022
(ii) the Buildings, Assets & Infrastructure Committee held on 10th October

2022

RESOLVED: To receive and adopt the minutes listed above

21142. OUTSIDE BODIES
Members gave reports of meetings attended when representing the Council:

● Cllr Baker and other councillors attended a visit to Tring Park School
which was very impressive in both the performing arts, and
academically. The school are looking at building a larger theatre on site
and encourage more involvement with the town. It was felt to be an
asset to the town.
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● Cllr Hollinghurst attended the meeting of the TDLHMS and they
confirmed attendance of a straw crafter at Tring Apple Fayre. It was
very interesting and a popular stall.

● Cllr Ransley spoke regarding the Farmers Market and their deep
concern about the lack of footfall. She encouraged the councillors to
attend. She also spoke positively of the Tring Park School visit and
emphasised their need for a larger theatre.

● Cllr Patterson agreed with what was said about Tring Park School and
hoped the Council would develop a closer relationship with them. He
also attended a committee of Dacorum where EV chargers were
discussed.

● Cllr Wilkie talked about Tring Community Centre’s funding for the
Forget-Me-Not Nursery and renovating the gardens. An auditor has
now been appointed.

● Cllr Elley has received the Patient Participation Group minutes for
Rothschild House Group Doctors surgery and noted that internal
building changes are dues to go ahead which should result in increased
receptionists. They also had a new telephone system which offered a
ring back service.

● Clerk shared the Arla & Alleco Liasion Group Meeting Minutes and
these were noted by the council.

21143. TRING YOUTH TOWN COUNCIL
The notes of the Youth Town Council meeting held on 5th October 2022 were
circulated prior to the meeting.

RESOLVED: To note the contents of the notes.

21144. FINANCIAL MATTERS:
A report on the following matters was circulated before the meeting:
(i) The Clerk’s Financial Statement, including the half-yearly analysis and
forecast. The Clerk explained the financial position for September and
highlighted items of exceptional expenditure. The Council’s finances for the
first half of the year were reviewed, and items significantly over budget were
highlighted together with an explanation of why. No action was currently
necessary for the planned levels of income and expenditure.
(ii) A copy of the auditors interim report and observations was circulated.
(iii) The Council were asked to approve an application  for a grant from the
Police and Commissioner’s Action Fund to assist with anti-social behaviour at
the spider park.
(iv) The Schedule of payments was presented for approval
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RESOLVED:
(i)  To note the September accounts and the half-yearly report
(ii) To note the Internal Audit Interim Report and observations and the actions

being taken as a result
(iii) To approve a grant application being made to the Police and

Commissioner's Action Fund
(iv) To approve the Schedule of Payments and authorise the usual payment of

£50 (from the annual grants budget) to be made for the Remebrance day
wreath rather than the invoiced sum.

21145. BANKING ARRANGEMENTS
The Clerk summarised the position as set out in the report circulated prior to
the meeting.

RESOLVED:
(i) To authorise changing bank accounts to Unity Trust Bank so that

on-line banking can be utilised and if necessary the Business Reserves
account can be closed to implement that. Subject to confirmation that
the bank is covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme
(FSCS).

(ii) To authorise the Clerk and Deputy Clerk to be named as administrators
on the new account.

(iii) The persons set to authorise payments will be the same as the existing
signatories.

21146. GRANT APPLICATION FROM BERKHAMSTED AND TRING
UKRAINE HOSTING NETWORK (BATUHN) SUPPORTED BY
COMMUNITY ACTION DACORUM

RESOLVED: To approve the grant in the sum of £500

21147. SW HERTS JOINT STRATEGIC PLAN
The working party provided suggested responses to the consultation
questionnaire which they recommended be submitted on behalf of the Council.

Note of thanks to Cllrs Wilkie and Patterson for the work put in to this
questionnaire.

RESOLVED: To submit the recommended responses provided unamended.
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21148. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
A resolution was considered that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded during
the following items of the agenda for this meeting because it is likely that
publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential
nature of the business.

RESOLVED: To exclude members of the press and public.

21149. THE MARKET HOUSE:
Quotations received from the tender process to carry out external maintenance
works were considered.

RESOLVED:
(i) Not to appoint any of the contractors who had quoted due to the
reservations that had been detailed in the Clerks report that had been circulated
prior to the meeting.
(ii) To terminate the contract with Brasier Freeth
(iii)  Subject to successful termination of the above contract and after carrying
out checks to appoint Cullen conservation (as a specialist service provider in
terms of the financial regulations) on an hourly basis  to undertake an
inspection and prepare a short report on options to progress the maintenance
works.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm Chairman


