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___________________________________________________________________________

For Information

1. All 136 plots are occupied.
2. An inspection is due to be carried out on 30th November to ascertain if any plots are not being

worked
3. The waiting list currently stands at 42.
4. The WI planted their tree for the Queen’s Canopy at the Community Garden and the Deputy

Mayor went along to support them (see photo overleaf)
5. The Millenium Wood continues to thrive and be a popular visitor location. Discussions are

taking place between the Deputy Clerk, Colin Chambers and the information officer about
how the council can be more involved with the management, in particular volunteers, as we
had been prior to the pandemic.

6. The new allotments software has been very successful. Tenancy agreements were sent by
email, saving paper and time, except for a few tenants who received paper copies. The system
makes allotment management easier and more efficient.

For Decisions

1. Over the summer, there were several issues around serious bee attacks from the bees being
kept at the allotments. A decision was taken by Full Council on 26th September 2022 (after
taking advice from the Allotment Association and Herts Beekeepers) to prohibit beekeeping
in next year's tenancy agreement . The requisite one year’s notice has been given to the
tenants. The Allotment Association has encouraged members to report their views on this ban
which were almost evenly split in favour of, or against beekeeping. The beekeepers already
on site have moved their bees to a new location, so there are currently no beekeepers on site.

In the interim it is recommended that beekeeping at the allotments is currently suspended until
an onsite visit by an expert to assess whether Duckmore Lane Allotments are a suitable site
for bees now or in future years and if so then appropriate measures and policies can be put in
place.

2. In addition to beekeeping, chickens are permitted on the allotment site. A formal chicken
policy would mitigate any issues which may arise, and give us a protocol for resolving them.
It is therefore recommended that a formal chicken policy should be adopted along the lines of
the example policy enclosed. If agreed this policy will be amended so appropriate to this
council and presented at December's Council meeting for approval.



3. The current measurement of plots is by poles - a half plot is 5 poles (approx 125 square
metres), a full plot, 10 poles (approx 250 metres squared). The measurement is approximate,
and it would make administration easier to designate a plot either half or full, without the
rather inaccurate pole measurement. Can the poles be removed from the tenancy agreement
for next year, and plots allocated simply as half or full?


