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Introduction
Welcome to our public consultation on our proposals to deliver
a community hub that provides a range of social and
community activities within a sustainable, efficient and
attractive building that will last and serve its purpose for
decades to come. 

 To involve as many of the community as possible, to ensure that the
new building is informed by the views of local people and other
stakeholders;
 To engage with as wide a range of people as possible, using a variety
of approaches and communication and consultation techniques; and
 To ensure that results of the consultation are fed back to local people
and available to read as soon as possible after the consultation event. 
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Aims of Consultation
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Background
Tring Town Council has, for some years, been looking at ways to
improve or replace the Nora Grace Hall (formerly called the “Red
Cross Hall”). The cost of repairs and renovation mean it’s looking as
though a new, modern building on the existing site might be the
best solution to ensure that Tring has a centrally located
community hub for the next generation.

The present hall was built in 1972 to accommodate the Red Cross
on land donated to the Town, and was from the start used for a
variety of social purposes, and served the community well. As you
can imagine, though, the fabric needs repair, the heating and
insulation are inefficient and the whole building falls well below
current standards.

An initial public consultation was carried out back in 2017 which
helped shape our ideas to create the more specific proposals
shown in this consultation. We are keen to hear your views on the
proposals presented in this consultation brochure and your
feedback will be used to help inform our final detailed design. 
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Overview
What new facilities could the community hub provide?

A Café, with views over the Park & Play Area

Multi-purpose rooms e.g. for:

Community Groups,

Health, Wellness or Support Groups,

Businesses, including Start-Ups,

Facilities for Commercial Hire or Public Events

Gallery Space for local artists

Improved Car parking

Level Access into the building

Improvements to the adjacent green space/children's playground

(known as “Spider Park”)

This consultation is your opportunity to influence the Council's

decisions on how the hub will be used. We welcome your input which

could include:

What are the green aspirations?

The design aims for the highest energy and cost efficiency and the intention
is to construct a building with a very low environmental impact. The
aspiration is to create as close as possible a carbon-neutral structure both
in terms of its construction and during the life-time use of what will be a
valuable community asset, including a living green roof, solar panels,
natural daylight, ground or air source heating system, local flint and an
integrated bird and bat habitat. 

How will the project be funded?

The Council has around £700,000 of Community Infrastructure Levy*
monies to be considered for the project. However, as this is just a
proportion of the sum likely to be needed, the Council aims to raise further
funds from grants and awards. There is no intention of raising this from
public funds. 

*For an explanation of what the Community Infrastructure Levy is
and how it can be spent, please refer to our website
www.tring.gov.uk/town-council/community-infrastructure-levy
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The Vision The proposal put forward is based on a modern and innovative design. 

Existing trees are maintained & thinned to let light through to ground
New planting bed below trees with mixed species of nectar-rich plants
Areas of long grass with wildflowers for a naturalistic look and easy
maintenance
Flint-filled gabion walls with climbing plants and self-seeded flowers
Sedum roof with a mix of species to suit constraints and ecology aspirations
Winding path providing ramped access to Hall
New ‘node’ at meeting point of paths with integrated wayfinding &
benches
Grass bank sloping up to Hall will provide pleasant seating overlooking
the park
New paved steps up to Hall with some extending into grass bank
New connections to existing paths
Opportunity to introduce some formal planting around node in area of
park that is unlikely to be used for sport
Opportunity to improve sports facilities by introducing new, flat surface
at existing basketball hoop
Terraced grass steps form seating that overlooks basketball hoop and
park
Opportunity to adjust play area fencing locally to integrate better with
proposal
Mixture of sloping ground and terraced steps to blend café terrace into
Park
New planting of woodland species that are suited to shady areas
New permeable surface to parking area for sustainable drainage
Opportunity to improve fencing and introduce new woodland planting
under trees outside of the boundary
New gate to suited widened access
New crossover and wider drive to improve access
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Consultation Events

We are running two events for residents wishing to

find out more about the proposals:

26th November 3pm - 8pm in the Council Chamber,

Market House, 61, High Street, Tring HP23 4AB

Pop into the Council Chamber at the Christmas

Festival, meet the architect, look at the plans and a

3D model of the building, and have a mince pie! 

11th December 12pm - 3pm at the Nora Grace Hall,

Faversham Close, Tring HP23 5BA

Come and join us for the main event where the

architect will be speaking about the building and

there will be another opportunity to see the plans

and the 3D model. Councillors will be on hand to

answer any questions. Refreshments will be

provided. 

We want to continue to understand and incorporate the
views of residents, businesses, visitors and other
stakeholders into our scheme design. Your feedback will
be vital in helping to shape how the detailed designs are
developed and taken forward. 

It is important to emphasise that this is a proposal at
this stage. The decision on whether to proceed with the
replacement facility is dependent upon a number of
factors, including the consultation findings, final costs,
funding and planning consent.

The consultation will run for six weeks, opening on 11th
November and closing at midnight on 23rd
December.

Paper copies of the questionnaire are available at the
Town Council Information Centre or on request by
emailing info@tring.gov.uk or calling 01442 823347

Have Your Say
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