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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TRING TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBER, THE MARKET HOUSE, 61 HIGH STREET, TRING, HERTS HP23 4AB ON

MONDAY 25th SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 7.30 p.m.

Councillors: N. Nutkins (Chairman) Present
J. Mottershead Apologises given
P. Hearn Present
B. Patterson Present
P. De Koning Apologies given
R. Farrow Apologies given
P. Reynolds Present
C. Weston Apologies given
S. Wilkie Apologies given
C. Blair Apologies given
C. Nutkins Present
C. Noxon Present

Also Present: Mrs L Housden, Town Clerk
Mrs E Cave, Clerk to Youth Council & x4 Youth Council
members
x2 Representatives of Tring Together
x12 Members of the public

21559. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr De Koning, Cllr Farrow, Cllr Wilkie, Cllr Blair and Cllr
Mottershead (All had Prior engagements) and Cllr Weston (Unwell).

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Noxon and Seconded by Cllr C. Nutkins. To accept the
apologies for the reasons given. Unanimously agreed.

21560. TO MAKE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Hearn declared an interest in the Tring Youth Town Council and the Tring
Youth Project. She is a Trustee and Chair of the Tring Youth Project. She also
declared a pecuniary interest in item 21583 as the Auction House is located next to
Market Place and is her family’s business. She would leave the room during that
item.

Cllr Patterson declared an interest due to sitting on the Dacorum Borough Council
Development Management Committee. At such meetings, he would not participate
in the decision-making process of any cases that had been considered by Tring
Town Council.

Cllr Reynolds declared a pecuniary interest in item 21571 as his property was near
the site and he and his family used the car park on site. He would leave the room
during this item.
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21561. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON 17th JULY 2023

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Hearn and Seconded by Cllr Noxon. To accept the
Minutes and for the Mayor to sign them. Unanimously agreed.

21562. MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES
Nothing to Report

21563. TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE TOWNMAYOR MAY
DESIRE TO LAY BEFORE THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
The Mayor reported that he had been on a walk arranged by the Woodland Trust at Tring
Park and looked at things like butterfly conservation and the quality of the grass. He also
looked at the drainage that had been installed as part of the new car park in Hastoe Lane.

The Clerk reported:
● That there is to be a nationwide Commemoration of the 80th Anniversary of the

D-Day landings taking place next June culminating in the simultaneous lighting of
beacons throughout the country. Town Criers across the world have also been
invited to participate by reading a proclamation written by the Guild’s Chairman
and the Town Council Town Crier has agreed to take part in this. Enquiries have
also been made of Tring Together and St. Paul & St Peter Church if they intend to
run any events in connection with this and once further information is available it
will be reported back.

● Tring Together asked thanks be given to the Mayor for his support on Tring
Carnival Day.

● The Espresso Lounge have sent their thanks for letting them use the Old School
Yard car park for their caffeine and cars event. They have provided a short report of
the event with photos which had been circulated.

● The farmers market will be using the Market Place (rather than Church Square on
the 14th October as this is the Apple Fayre.

● In respect of the high-pressure pipeline that runs under the land at Bulbourne, the
Council has been notified that there is to be a direct current voltage gradient
(DCVG) survey and a Close Interval Potential (CIP) Survey is to be carried out
along the pipeline route, commencing the week of 18th September for a period of
2-3 months. We are told that the surveys are both essential for collating information
and regarding the condition of the pipeline. Both surveys involve a survey team
taking surface measurements along the pipeline route at 1m intervals, the
measurements are taken from the ground directly above the buried pipeline. For the
CIP survey, a very small copper wire will be trailed behind the survey team that is
connected to the nearest test post (concrete unit installed on the roadside). Once the
section of the survey is completed (normally not exceeding 1km) the wire will be
collected by a member of the team.
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● It has now been confirmed that the appeal on the Former Convent Of St Francis De
Sales Preparatory School Aylesbury Road Tring Hertfordshire HP23 4DL is
proceeding as written representations and not as a Hearing and the Lidl planning
application will be decided under delegated authority and not at a development
management committee.

● The minutes of the Dacorum Environmental Forum quarterly meeting and the
farmers market meeting had been circulated as councillors Farrow and Weston were
not at this meeting to discuss these in the outside bodies item.

21564. TRING TOWN YOUTH COUNCIL
The Clerk for the youth council introduced two of the younger youth council members
who gave an update on what they had been doing, including running a dog show at the
Tring Summer Carnival and a tombola at the Christmas festival. Proceeds from that event
were used to purchase Christmas presents for families in Tring. They also briefly spoke
about attending the youth club run by the youth project and how they liked the tuck shop
there. The Clerk for the youth council spoke about a project that they would like to bring
about which was a memory postbox so that people could use it to send letters to deceased
loved ones. She then handed over to two of the older members. They said that they had
been involved in the Pound Meadow skateboard refurbishment including helping to secure
funding and the opening event. For a future project, they would like the ball court at Brook
Street to be refurbished including resurfacing, new or refurbished equipment & lighting.
They could look at ways to raise funds for this. They would also like a place where
younger people could eat and revise and more facilities for older children to help negate
anti-social behaviour.

21565. TRING TOGETHER
Representatives from Tring Together introduced themselves and provided a handout
summarising what the organisation does. They are a charity and run their organisation from
the Nora Grace Hall. Regardless of the redevelopment plans they would like to see some
maintenance of the outside of the building. They would also like to hear from the Council
(as well as the residents and businesses) as to what other events they would like to see held
and what events they would like to see happen for the D-Day anniversary. The Tring
Summer Carnival organised by them has become a part of Tring’s history

21566. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

● The chairman of Tring Tornadoes said that the club continues to expand including
now having a netball club in Berkhamsted. They had also taken over Tring
Corinthians FC and had taken on the Miswell Lane Pavilion. They have a lot of
future plans.
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● Residents spoke in objection to planning application 23/02194/FUL Construction
of a pair of semi-detached houses at Silk Mill Industrial Estate Brook Street Tring
Hertfordshire HP23 5EF. Concerns included that they were very tall and would
overlook the neighbouring gardens and into each other's living spaces at the
houses at Kingsley Walk. The past history of this developer i.e. drainage hadn’t
been installed, the area had been tarmacked rather than landscaped and bat and
bird boxes hadn’t been installed on the previous development. Other comments
included the application documents not being specific to this application but
instead relating to the previous application and not being detailed enough.
Concerns as to design, overbearing, not sufficient car parking spaces. Drainage
concerns. Access arrangements for refuse vehicles and the emergency services
were quite inadequate.

21567. PLANNING APPLICATION:

The Council considered planning applications that had been referred by Dacorum Borough
Council for observation of this authority. It was decided to request the Local Planning
Authority to take the following comments into consideration when determining the
under-mentioned applications.

23/02120/FHA Single-storey rear extension. 49 Mill View Road Tring
Hertfordshire HP23 4EW (Lois-May Chapman)

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Patterson. Unanimously agreed
to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.

23/02140/LDP Extend kitchen by 3 metres at the rear, and 2 metres added to the
width. Ground floor toilet with window, and Bi-fold doors. 59
Grove Gardens Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5PY (Victor Unuigbe)

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Noxon. Unanimously agreed to
make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.

23/02181/FHA Demolition of existing garage, single-storey rear/side extension,
single-storey front extension, new windows and doors. 34 Grove
Park Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5JR (Lois-May Chapman)

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Patterson. Unanimously agreed
to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.
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23/02161/ROC Variation of conditions 2 (materials) and 3 (approved plans)
attached to Planning permission 23/00706/FHA - Front and rear
single and two-storey extensions. 6 Danvers Croft Tring
Hertfordshire HP23 5LE (Elspeth Palmer)

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Reynolds. Unanimously agreed
to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NOTING this application.

23/02194/FUL Construction of a pair of semi-detached houses. Silk Mill Industrial
Estate Brook Street Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5EF

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Patterson. Unanimously agreed
to make the following comment:

The Council STRONGLY recommended REFUSAL of this
application on the following grounds: Overbearing, drainage
concerns, safety concerns in relation to the access of the
development, not sufficient parking, not sufficient access for
emergency services or refuse collection and previous enforcement
action against the developer relating to the previous houses erected.

All members of the public left the meeting.

LIST OF DECISIONS BY DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL IN RESPECT OF
RECENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Council noted the decisions by Dacorum Borough Council, which were circulated.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Patterson. Seconded Cllr Hearn. To note the planning
decisions received. Unanimously agreed.

21568. TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS
None received.

21569. PREMISES LICENCES
None received.

21570. STANDING COMMITTEES
(i) Planning Committee held on 14th August 2023
(ii) Planning Committee held on 11th September 2023

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Patterson. To receive and note the
minutes and decisions made in the meetings above. Unanimously agreed.

Cllr Reynolds left the room.
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21571. ALLOTMENTS, ENVIRONMENT & TRANSPORT COMMITTEE HELD
A copy of the Allotment, Environment & Transport Committee minutes held on 11th
September 2023 was circulated ahead of the meeting.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Hearn, Seconded by Cllr Noxon. To receive and note the
minutes and decisions made and to agree to defer a decision on the future use of Bulbourne
until after the Secretary of State’s decision on Land East of Tring. X4 For and x1 Against.

Cllr Reynolds rejoined the meeting.

21572. OUTSIDE BODIES

● Cllr Hearn reported that a resident had contacted her with regards to the state of the
benches outside the Forge car park toilets. She is personally not happy with the
current condition of Dolphin Square and the toilets.

● Cllr C. Nutkins attended the Rothschild Surgery patient participation group
meeting. They are still having issues with patients not turning up for appointments.
They commented on the Council’s new newsletter.

● Councillor Patterson attended the Friends of Tring Church Heritage (FOTCH)
AGM and discovered that he would be a trustee, he will be attending a course to
hopefully educate him on the responsibilities of that role. There were the usual
concerns raised in relation to an old building i.e. roof concerns etc.

● Cllr Nutkins attended a Justice and Peace Group which mainly focused on the
Apple Fayre and making Tring pesticide-free.

21573. FINANCIAL MATTERS:
The Clerk briefed the Council on the following matters as a report had been circulated
prior to the meeting:
(i) In compliance with the Financial Regulations the Chair of the Finance and Policy
committee had verified and signed the first quarter bank reconciliations and there were no
concerns to report. Financial Reports for July and August were shared together with a brief
summary.
(ii) The External Auditor had completed their scrutiny of the Council’s Annual
Governance & Accountability Statement 2022/23, finding that the information in Sections
1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices. No other matters came to
their attention giving cause for concern and relevant legislation and regulatory
requirements have been met.
(iii) As a result of now having online internet payments and retrospective schedules of
payments a number of amendments were proposed to the existing Financial Regulations.
(iv) The Schedule of Payments for July and August was presented.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Patterson, Seconded Cllr Hearn
(i) To note the July and August Accounts and the report.
(ii) To note the conclusion of the external audit without comment.
(iii) To approve and adopt the Council’s amended Financial Regulations with the
recommended changes.
(iv) To approve the Schedule of Payments for July & August 2023
Unanimously agreed.
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21574. DOCUMENT RETENTION AND DISPOSAL POLICY AND ANNEX
Prior to the meeting a copy of the existing Retention and Disposal Policy and Appendix:
List of Documents for Retention or Disposal with proposed amendments and additions was
circulated. A document disposal record was also circulated which listed proposed
documents to be disposed of.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr C. Nutkins
(i) To approve and adopt the amended Retention and Disposal Policy and updated

Appendix: List of Documents for Retention or Disposal.
(ii) To approve the documents listed to be disposed of.

Unanimously agreed.

21575. OUTSIDE BODIES REPRESENTATIVE
The Council considered a new Tring Town Council representative for the Tring Place
Strategy to replace Cllr Wilkie as there was a conflict with her DBC role as portfolio
holder for Place.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Nutkins. To appoint Cllr Blair (in
replacement of Cllr Wilkie) as the Councillor representative for Tring Place. Unanimously
agreed.

21576. HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
The Council considered whether they should respond to the stakeholders' consultation
about future service priorities.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Patterson, Seconded Cllr Hearn. For the Council to take part
in the survey but to delegate this to the Clerk of the Tring Town Youth Council with the
assistance of the youth council. Unanimously agreed.

21577. METAL DETECTING
A new proposed metal detecting policy was circulated ahead of the meeting together with a
request by a member of the public to use Tring Town Council Land for Metal Detecting
purposes.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr C. Nutkins, Seconded Cllr Noxon. No metal detecting is to be
carried out on Town Council land unless exceptional circumstances exist as the land
owned by the Council is not deemed to be suitable for this activity. A new policy was not
therefore deemed necessary and the current resident's request was refused. Unanimously
agreed.

21578. COMMUNICATIONS
The Council were asked to consider adopting a tagline for its communications of ‘Working
Together for Tring’ and to engage with local businesses by hosting a coffee morning in the
Council chamber for businesses at Icknield Way Industrial Site and Silk Mill Business
Park.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Reynolds.
(i) To approve the tagline ‘Working Together for Tring’

(ii) To defer the decision regarding the coffee morning, Councillors were instead
encouraged to attend Tring Together’s BusinessMart. Unanimously agreed.
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21579. CLIMATE ACTION
A report was circulated ahead of the meeting updating the Council on the deputy clerk’s
attendance at the Great Big Green week consultation event, information received from
NALC, a training course available and the new EV charging points that had been installed
in the Forge car park.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Reynolds. To note the report as
presented. Unanimously agreed.

21580. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
A resolution was considered that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded during the following items of the
agenda for this meeting because it is likely that publicity would prejudice the public
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Nutkins.To exclude members of the
press and public. Unanimously agreed.

21581. BACK UP OF DIGITAL DATA
Three quotes were considered for the secure backup of council data:
Company A: Upfront cost of £955 + VAT and recurring monthly cost £27 + VAT
Company B: Upfront cost of £1,100 + VAT and recurring monthly cost £72.40 + VAT
Company C: Upfront cost of £195 and recurring monthly cost £59.96 + VAT

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr C. Nutkins.To appoint Company A, J.
P. Broadcast Network Services Ltd as their solution gave greater coverage than Company
C and the recurring cost was cheaper. Unanimously agreed.

21582. MARKET HOUSE GROUND FLOOR RENTAL
The order of this item was changed from the Agenda (originally to be heard last) so
that Cllr Hearn could leave once a decision was made.
An update on the current rent received was provided and a payment proposal was
circulated.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Reynolds. To agree to the proposed
payment proposal and that a credit note should be issued in respect of invoice no 10108 to
compensate for the loss of trade potentially caused by the erection of the Town Council’s
scaffolding. Unanimously agreed.

Cllr Hearn left the meeting

21583. USE OF THE MARKET PLACE
Two requests to use the marketplace were considered (i) for a short period of time and (ii)
on a longer-term basis.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Reynolds, Seconded Cllr Noxon.
(i) Agreed in principle to the idea but a more detailed proposal would be required before a
final decision could be made, including what they could afford to pay.
(ii) This proposal was refused as they didn’t feel for a number of reasons that the area in
question was suitable for such a use. Unanimously agreed.

The meeting closed at 9.25 pm Chairman


