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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TRING TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBER, THE MARKET HOUSE, 61 HIGH STREET, TRING, HERTS HP23 4AB ON

MONDAY 20th NOVEMBER 2023 AT 7. 30 p.m.

Councillors: N. Nutkins (Chairman) Present
P. Hearn Present
B. Patterson Present
P. De Koning Present
S. Wilkie Present
C. Blair Present
C. Nutkins Present
P. Reynolds Present
J. Mottershead Present
C. Noxon Present
C. Weston Apologies
R. Farrow Apologies

Also Present: Mrs. L. Housden, Town Clerk
Ms. C. Murray, Deputy Town Clerk
8 x Members of the public

21651. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Farrow (Unwell), Cllr Weston (Prior engagement)

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Wilkie and Seconded by Cllr Hearn. To accept the
apologies for the reasons given. Unanimously agreed.

21652. TO MAKE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Patterson declared an interest due to sitting on the Dacorum Borough Council
Development Management Committee. At such meetings he would not participate
in the decision making process of any cases that had been considered by Tring
Town Council but if it was his ward he may speak on it.

Cllr Motterhshead declared an interest due to sitting on the Dacorum Borough
Council Development Management Committee. At such meetings he would not
participate in the decision making process of any cases that had been considered by
Tring Town Council but if it was his ward he may speak on it.

Cllr Reynolds declared an interest in Item 21666 only in respect of the Bulbourne
proposal (ii) 3 as he lived close to the site and parked his car there.

Cllr Wilkie declared an interest in Item 21667 as a DBC portfolio holder and would
not take part in discussions or vote on that item.
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21653. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON 23rd OCTOBER 2023

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Wilkie and Seconded by Cllr De Koning. To accept the
Minutes and for the Mayor to sign them. Unanimously agreed.

21654. MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES
Nothing to Report

21655. TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE TOWNMAYOR MAY
DESIRE TO LAY BEFORE THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
The Mayor reported:

● He had attended the WI Christmas Bazaar and drawn the raffle

The Clerk reported:

● Meet your Council is on Friday 24th November 2023.

● The deadline for the Secretary of State to make a decision on the Land East of
Tring Appeal had been extended to on or before 15 January 2024.

● The High Sheriff of Hertfordshire, Liz Green’s assistant, had been in contact with
the Town Council. Ms Green’s theme for her year in office is ‘Reading, Writing and
Rehabilitation'. As part of that theme she is setting herself a fundraising challenge
for the new year of visiting every single library in Hertfordshire before her Shrieval
year ends in April. She would like to launch the challenge at Tring library with an
intention of incorporating that launch with visiting the Town Council Mayor, and
seeing anything else he felt was relevant in the town. The Clerk has confirmed that
the Town Council will be in support of this proposal.

● The Mayor & Deputy Mayor will be attending a meeting at the County Hall in
Hertford on 6th December with Hertfordshire Highway officers to discuss the
resurfacing of Tring High Street. Former Town Councillor Mr Amsden has also
been invited to attend that meeting as he was instrumental in the original
installation. The contents of that meeting will be reported back to the Council in the
December meeting.

● HertzLynx, which is a shared public transport service which offers on-demand or
pre-bookable travel in parts of Hertfordshire will be using the Church Square on
Thursday 30th November for a roadshow to promote their brand new HertsLynx
West DRT service in Tring .

● It is the Tring Christmas Festival this Saturday 25th November 2023 3.30pm -
8.30pm · The Youth Council will have a stall at that event. The Councillors were
invited to introduce themselves to the youth councillors and their Clerk..
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● Tring Local History Museum is having a Victorian photo shoot stand at the
Christmas Festival and would like to borrow the Council's chairs, including the
high backed Mayor's chair. There was no objection to this proposal.

● In respect of the Nora Grace Hall redevelopment - The parking survey has now
been completed. There is no problem at all during weekdays. Parking availability
is a little tight on a Saturday. It is okay if either one of the halls within the building
is used on its own but gets tight for maximum capacity events when the hall spaces
are combined. Saturday morning is the worst so the consultant is proposing that
they say that the applicant i.e the Town Council will be mindful of this and won't
have maximum capacity events that coincide with this period. There was no
objection to that statement being made.

● The Clerk had expressed an interest in the Community Ownership fund for the
Nora Grace Hall redevelopment to see if the Council would be eligible for a grant
from them.

● The Hertfordshire County Councillor has provided the following updates:

1. Repairs will be undertaken to the culvert under Icknield Way which has been
identified as damaged following CCTV analysis earlier in the summer. These
works are scheduled for February 2024.

2. The results of the consultation regarding the proposed 20mph extension across
central and east Tring are being assessed with a view to implementation in
2024.

3. The Design team at Hertfordshire County Council are working on upgrading
the drainage capacity in Cobbetts Ride to mitigate the flooding that regularly
occurs during periods of heavy rainfall.

21656. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

● A resident thanked the work of the council in persuading DBC to change the
Local Plan. He does not believe the current proposal for the Nora Grace Hall
building is right for the town and that it is too big, especially as fewer new
homes are now anticipated. He asked that the council withdraw the planning
application.

● A resident spoke regarding planning application 23/02481/FUL. The proposed
design included a very large window along the side which overlooks the
neighbouring kitchen and lounge, and a balcony which also overlooks the
neighbouring house, meaning there are privacy concerns.
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● A resident asked the Council to resist Hertfordshire County Council’s proposal
to replace the High Street with tarmac, for which there are technical, financial
and aesthetic issues. He also raised concerns regarding the proposed
development at Cow Lane and Dunsley Farm .

21657. PLANNING APPLICATION:

The Council considered planning applications that had been referred by Dacorum Borough
Council for observation of this authority. It was decided to request the Local Planning
Authority to take the following comments into consideration when determining the
under-mentioned applications.

23/02481/FUL Proposed demolition of an existing bungalow and construction of
a new two-storey dwelling house. Downlands Icknield Way Tring
Hertfordshire HP23 5HJ

Proposed Cllr Wilkie, Seconded Cllr Patterson. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended REFUSAL of this application on the
grounds of the proposal being overbearing and resulting in loss of
privacy.

23/02641/FHA Demolition of existing porch and the construction of a new
porch.Hillside 5 Chiltern Villas Aylesbury Road Tring
Hertfordshire HP23 4DH

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr de Koning. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application
subject to the view of the conservation officer.

23/02637/FHA
First floor rear extension and internal alterations. 5 Thorntree
Drive Tring Hertfordshire HP23 4JE

Proposed Cllr Patterson, Seconded Cllr Hearn. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this
application.
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23/02349/FHA Reconsultation. Second floor extension to existing detached
house over existing garage. Woodend House Cholesbury Road
Tring Hertfordshire HP23 6JH.

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr de Koning Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application
but the planning officer should check the proposed works are
consistent with development in the AONB and Green Belt.

23/02666/TCA Works to trees. 18 Mansion Drive Tring Hertfordshire HP23
5BD.

Proposed Cllr De Koning, Seconded Cllr Hearn. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application
subject to the view of the tree officer.

23/02660/FHA
Proposed garage conversion, rear facade changes, floor plan
redesign. 65 Dundale Road Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5BX

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr De Koning. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this
application.

23/02636/FHA
Double storey side extension. 11 St Peters Hill Tring
Hertfordshire HP23 5BP.

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Patterson. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this
application.

23/02677/FHA
Single storey rear extension. 34 Sears Drive Tring Hertfordshire
HP23 4GY

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Noxon. Unanimously agreed
to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this
application.
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23/02397/FUL Double storey side extension, ground floor commercial with
bedroom on first floor. Provision for car parking, cycle parking
and refuse. 37 Christchurch Road Tring Hertfordshire HP23 4EH.
Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr De Koning. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this
application.

23/02679/FHA
Construction of a new front porch. 6 Chiltern Villas Aylesbury
Road Tring Hertfordshire HP23 4DH

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr De Koning. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this
application.

23/02701/FHA Demolition of conservatory and part of garage. Construction of
single storey rear extension, first floor extension over existing
house, extension to garage, replacement doors and windows. 75
Beaconsfield Road Tring Hertfordshire HP23 4DW

Proposed Cllr Patterson, Seconded Cllr De Koning. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this
application.

23/02668/LBC Proposed essential alterations & repairs to roof, & essential
structural repairs to Courtyard porch. British Natural History
Museum Akeman Street Tring Hertfordshire HP23 6AP

Proposed Cllr Wilkie, Seconded Cllr Hearn. Unanimously agreed
to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application
subject to the view of the conservation officer.

23/02592/LDP Garage conversion. 10 Christchurch Road Tring Hertfordshire
HP23 4EE

Not considered as has already been granted by DBC.

23/02526/DRC Details as required by conditions 5b (Site investigation); 5c
(Remediation method statement); 7 & 8 (Noise report); 8
(Windows) attached to planning permission 20/04063/FUL
(Extension, refurbishment and conversion of the existing vacant
unit to provide 6 residential flats.) Site At Junction of Brook
Street & Mortimer Hill Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5EE.

The Council NOTED this application.
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LIST OF DECISIONS BY DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL IN RESPECT OF
RECENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Council noted the decisions by Dacorum Borough Council, which were circulated.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Patterson. Seconded Cllr Wilkie. To note the planning
decisions received. Unanimously agreed.

21658. TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS
The following order was considered: TRO 23765 - The Hertfordshire (Temporary Closing
of Church Lane, Hastoe) Order 2023.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Patterson. Seconded Cllr Nutkins. To note the traffic
regulation order received. Unanimously agreed.

21659. PREMISES LICENCES AND PAVEMENT LICENCES
The following applications were considered:
(i) M057554 Consultation – Application for Pavement Licence (renewal) at Black Goo, 98

High Street, Tring, Hertfordshire HP23 4AF

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Wilkie. Seconded Cllr Mottershead. To raise the following
concerns. The table layout impinges on the pavement access causing potential pedestrian
access issues in particular for wheelchair users and people with prams. The clearance
distance detailed on the plan is believed not to be correct given the presence of street
furniture. The bike rack needs to be moved and put where the pavement is wider.
Unanimously agreed.

(ii) MO57863 - Application for new pavement licence at The Espresso Lounge 85, High
Street, Tring HP23 4AB

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Wlkie. Seconded Cllr Mottershead. There are concerns that
the table layout suggested could cause obstruction to the pedestrians using the pavement.
In particular being so close to a pedestrian crossing. The tables should be restricted so in
line with the access. Unanimously agreed.

21660. STANDING COMMITTEES
(i) Planning Committee held on 6th November 2023
(ii) Staffing and Employment Committee held on 6th November 2023

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Wilkie, Seconded Cllr Hearn. To receive and note the
minutes and decisions made in the meetings above. Unanimously agreed

21661. THE FINANCE & POLICY COMMITTEE
A copy of the Finance & Policy Committee minutes held on 6th November 2023 was
circulated ahead of the meeting and the recommendations made at minute 2140 (i) a-c and
(ii) were considered. A copy of the Reserves Policy was circulated with proposed
amendments before the meeting.
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RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn. Seconded Cllr Reynolds.
(i)
a. To approve and adopt the new Investment Strategy and Policy leaving in the ethical &

environmental considerations at paragraph 3.4.

b. To remove ‘up to the sum of £10,000’ from paragraph 5.5 d) of the Financial
Regulations.

c. To note that a third bank account will be considered by the Finance & Policy
Committee.

(ii)
a. To approve and adopt the Reserves Policy with the amendments proposed.
b. To approve and adopt the Earmarked Reserves Protocol & Earmarked Reserves

Statement of purpose with only one change to the Earmarked Reserves Protocol by
removing the figure of £3,300 at paragraph 2.2 and replacing it with ‘money’.

c. To approve and adopt the existing Community Infrastructure Levy Protocol with no
amendments.

d. To approve and adopt the existing Pre-application Discussion Policy with no
amendments.

Unanimously agreed.

21662. OUTSIDE BODIES

● Cllr De Koning reported that he had attended the Tring Youth Council meeting. DBC
representatives had been there talking about the Local Plan and had asked for their
ideas.They had said that they would like to see improvements to play areas in Tring, in
particular the Spider Park and somewhere to go where they can get food and drink
cheaply. He had also attended the Miswell Lane play area with DBC officers and other
Councillors regarding a proposed new play area. Finally, he represented Tring Town
Council at the recent Development Management Committee in respect of a specific
planning application.

● Cllr Wilkie, together with other Councillors, had attended a meeting with Herts County
Council regarding the Chapel Meadow floods. Thames Water have accepted
responsibility and will be digging up Icknield Way to expose the culvert. In respect of
the Tring Community Centre the accounts have been audited and a full AGM is
expected in December to sign them off. The lease is in the process of being renewed,
and there are people on the waiting list of the nursery.

● Cllr Patterson attended a FOTCH meeting and matters relating to trusteeship were
discussed. He had also attended a course on understanding charitable trusts as well as
attending the Tring Local History Society meeting.
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21663. TRING TOWN YOUTH COUNCIL
The Youth Council minutes of their meeting held on 18th October 2023 were circulated
ahead of the meeting.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Patterson. Seconded Cllr Hearn. To note the minutes as
presented. Unanimously agreed.

21664. FINANCES
Reports on the following were circulated prior to the meeting:
(i) The Clerk’s Financial Statement, the Clerk reported that:
● The Chair of the Finance and Policy Committee had verified and signed the second

quarter bank reconciliations and there are no concerns to report.
● On 18th October 23 the Clerk had transferred £20,000 from the Utility Trust Bank

current account to the savings account to ensure that the maximum interest was
earned on the same.

● Encashment facilities have been applied for from the Unity Trust current bank
account (a maximum of £200 a month can be withdrawn) to allow the petty cash to
be topped up as and when required.

● Summarised income & items of expenditure for month 7.

(ii) The Schedule of Payments was presented for approval.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn. Seconded Cllr Reynolds.
(i) To note and approve the contents of the report.
(ii) To approve the schedule of payments as presented.

Unanimously agreed.

Reports on the following were also circulated prior to the meeting:

(iii) Budget Briefing - The changes to the budget based on the Finance & Policy
recommendations were considered and all were agreed as per the report save for the
members allowances. After discussion it was felt that potentially money could be
budgeted for Councillor Travel expenses, if requested, but annual allowances should
not be pursued at this time. However that position could be reconsidered before the
next elections on the basis it may encourage more candidates. It was noted that
assistance had been requested from the payroll company on the salary figures & this
could lead to these being updated. It was proposed that the interest estimated could be
reduced to reflect a predicted drop in the interest rates from December 2024.

(iv) The Internal Audit - A copy of the auditor’s letter, interim audit summary and
observations was circulated.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn. Seconded Cllr Wilkie
(iii) The budget report was noted. Further amendments as detailed above would be made

and considered at December's council meeting including if any further projects should
be included.

(iv) To note the Internal Audit Interim Report and observations and the actions taken/being
taken as a result of the observations.
Unanimously agreed.
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21665. NALC NATIONAL PAY AGREEMENT 2023/2024

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr De Koning, Seconded Cllr Hearn. To endorse the
implementation of the NALC National Pay Settlement 2023/2024. Unanimously agreed.

21666. CIL EXPENDITURE
(i) Two water bottle refill stations were considered. Company A. £2,881.20 + VAT which
needed to be fixed to a wall and Company B £1,661 + VAT. In addition three quotes for the
supply (Company B ‘s refill station) and installation on the Church Square were
considered. Company A. £6,100 Plus VAT, Company B £6,590 + VAT and Company C
£7,200.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn. Seconded Cllr Noxon. To approve the water refill
station - Company B and this to be supplied and fitted by Company A, T Clubb & Son Ltd
(£6,100 + VAT) from CIL funds. Unanimously agreed.

(ii) The working party’s proposed projects and potential amounts to be allocated to those
projects from CIL, as set out below, were considered:

(1) Pedestrian Crossing at Station Road £50,000
(2) Street furniture installation, replacement and refurbishment & improving road markings

on the High Street £99,000
(3) Bulbourne Land: Allotments & Community Garden & Car Park £70,000
(4) Chapel Meadow - Insect House/Information signs £1,000
(5) Brook Street Ball Court £25,000

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr De Koning. Seconded Cllr Hearn. To agree in principle to the
above proposals. Unanimously agreed.

21667. NEW CONSULTATION ON THE DACORUM LOCAL PLAN (2024-2040) -
REVISED STRATEGY FOR GROWTH

The Local Plan working Party recommendations were considered. The Town Council
agreed that the planning consultant should draft the response and their initial thoughts for
this to be based on is that: Tring Town Council fully welcomes the proposals but with the
following qualifications and contingencies:
1. On the basis that other sites in Tring are not released for housing.
2. The sensitivities of the site are noted potentially in reference to the previous Landscape

report and as a gateway entrance.
3. The new employment provided on the site to be restricted to B1 Use Class.
4. If other educational options could be looked at e.g. sixth form academy.
It was agreed not to instruct Huskisson Brown Associates to draft an advice note at this
time.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Noxon, Seconded Cllr Reynolds.To instruct a planning
consultant, Mr Standen, to prepare the response to the consultation based on the Council’s
thoughts as set out above. Approx cost £1,760. Unanimously agreed. (Cllr Wilkie
Abstained as per her declaration of interest)
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21668. TOWN CRIER ANNUAL NEWSLETTER
A report setting out the proposed contents and requirements for the 2024 edition was
circulated ahead of the meeting.

RESOLVED: The report and requirements were noted.

21669. CLIMATE ACTION
A report highlighting climate action updates, providing information on the Climate and
Ecology Bill and Grand Union Community Energy was circulated ahead of the meeting.

The Council were asked to consider noting the updates, whether they would like to support
the Climate and Ecology Bill and carry out the recommended actions if they did so. Finally
if they would like to receive a presentation from Grand Union Community Energy at a
future meeting.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Wilkie.

(i) To note the updates given.

(ii) To support the Climate & Ecology Bill

(iii) To Inform local residents and inform local press/media (as appropriate) of the decision
at (ii) above.

(iv) To write to Gagan Mohindra to inform him that this motion (at (ii) above has been
passed, and urge him to sign up to support the CE Bill—or thank them for already
doing so

(v) To write to Zero Hour, the organisers of the cross-party campaign for the CE Bill,
expressing Tring Town Council’s support.

(vi) To invite Grand Union Community Energy to present at an Allotments, Environment
& Transport Meeting.

Unanimously agreed.

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm Chairman


