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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TRING TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBER, THE MARKET HOUSE, 61 HIGH STREET, TRING, HERTS HP23 4AB ON

MONDAY 18th DECEMBER 2023 AT 7.30 p.m.

Councillors: N. Nutkins (Chairman) Present
P. Hearn Present
B. Patterson Present
P. De Koning Present
R. Farrow Present
C. Weston Present
S. Wilkie Present
C. Blair Present
C. Nutkins Present
P. Reynolds Present
C. Noxon Present
J. Mottershead Apologies

Also Present: Mrs. L. Housden, Town Clerk
Ms. C. Murray, Deputy Town Clerk
Mrs E. Cave, Clerk to Tring Youth Council
Mr B. Cartwright, Town Warden
Mr R. Flanigan, Information Officer
Hertfordshire County Cllr Sally Symington
x11 Members of the public

21698. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Mottershead (Prior engagement)

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Farrow, and Seconded by Cllr Reynolds. To accept the
apologies for the reasons given. Unanimously agreed.

21699. TO MAKE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Patterson declared an interest due to sitting on the Dacorum Borough Council
Development Management Committee. At such meetings he would not participate
in the decision making process of any cases that had been considered by Tring
Town Council, but if it was his Ward he may speak on it.

Cllr Weston declared an interest in planning application 23/02807/FUL and would
not be commenting or voting on this application.

21700. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON 20th NOVEMBER 2023

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Wilkie and Seconded by Cllr Hearn. To accept the
Minutes and for the Mayor to sign them. Unanimously agreed.

21701. MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES
Nothing to Report



7549

21702. TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE TOWNMAYOR MAY
DESIRE TO LAY BEFORE THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

The Mayor reported:
● Together with Cllr Patterson, County Councillor Symington and Mr Amsden he

had attended a meeting with Hertfordshire County Council Highways officers
regarding the maintenance of the High Street. County Councillor Symington would
give an update on this during her report.

● The Christmas Shop Window Competition winners were announced as follows:
1st Place - Our Bookshop
2nd Place - Magnolia Florist
3rd Place - Sons of Ink (on Western Road)

He had attended:
● Dacorum Citizens Advice AGM where a local company Indigo Tree had given a

presentation about energy consumption on websites.
● The Tring Christmas Festival.
● Connect Dacorum Christmas Lunch at Shendish Manor.
● He will also be attending Tring Lions Carol Singing which will be on Christmas

Eve.

The Clerk reported:

She had attended the Town & Parish Council session with the DBC Development
management committee, virtually, on Friday 1st December:

● The DBC infrastructure officer had given a useful talk on Community
Infrastructure Levy. Including the rules and had given examples of projects.

● They had referred to the fact that the Convent of St Francis planning application
had unfortunately been granted on appeal.

● They had emphasised that planning officers should be contacted if there were any
questions or clarification needed regarding planning applications.

● The Clerk had pointed out during the session that there were still instances where
documents, for example plans, were missing from the online portal. She had also
commented that it would be helpful if the Town Council was routinely given the
reason if they were re-consulted on a planning application, as it was not always
apparent.

● DBC explained that they were trying to get stricter (where appropriate) on
applications made under permitted development grounds, claiming to be buildings
for agriculture use on green belt land by seeking to rely on old policy documents.
They are not sure how successful they will be and it is likely to be tested by an
appeal decision. They said when the Town Council has such applications it is
helpful to let them have an understanding as to where the building can be seen from
longer views from public footpaths especially if in an AONB area or within the
setting of AONB, or if the proposed building would not have an impact on the
wider setting.
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● The Hospice of St Francis have provided a report, which has been shared, on how the
Town Council grant money has been spent and how it has helped them.

● The Nora Grace Hall planning application deadline for the DBC planning officer to
make a decision has been extended until 31st December 2023 to give them more time
to consider the additional information.

● A response has been received from the Community Ownership Fund regarding the
Expression of Interest made to see if the Council would be eligible for funding for the
Nora Grace Hall redevelopment project. They have rejected this original application
because the amount requested, the Council does not have match funding for. It is
possible to apply again but next time the sum requested would need to reflect what the
Council had to match it with. At the present time this would be £500,000. There is no
time limit on re-submitting an expression of interest after receiving an unsuccessful
outcome or a limit on how many times you can apply at the expression of interest
stage. Once the planning application has been decided this can be considered further.

● Electrical checks have recently been completed at the Town Council properties for
health and safety purposes.

● A letter had been received from Tring’s Women’s Institute thanking the Mayor for his
attendance at their Christmas Bazaar.

21703. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

County Councillor Symington reported on the following:

● In respect of the High Street meeting she thanked Cllrs Patterson and
Nutkins, and Mr T. Amsden for attending the meeting with Hertfordshire
County Council. Following further investigations the engineers are confident
that the sub base is strong enough for the paving blocks to be replaced where
needed, rather than a full resurfacing. Some issues raised during the meeting
that will be investigated included if the speed tables could be reduced from
six to three (which was probably unlikely), if more regular trench inspections
could take place, if down pipes could drain into the drains rather than the
pavements, and the white lines be repainted.

● Works on the culvert under Icknield Way are due to take place between 12th
and 26th February. This is likely to cause some disruption but will be good
news for the residents of Chapel Meadow who are suffering flooding.

● Road works were due to take place on the A41 in January so diversions
would be put in place.
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● Drainage issues were investigated back in August at Cobbetts Ride because
of flooding of the road. They had found that there is insufficient capacity in
the drains and there will be an update as to how this will be tackled in
January.

● Previous requests had been made for street lighting along Station Road but
the road doesn’t meet the safety eligibility criteria, and there is an issue of
light pollution as it is next to the AONB. The Youth Council has asked if
lower level bollards could be installed instead to address the issue, which is
being investigated.

● DBC is in the process of consulting on a local cycle and walking
infrastructure plan, and she asked that everyone engage with this.

● The 20mph zone extension will be reviewed in January. The
recommendation for the Tringford Bridge is to have traffic lights installed.
However, funding is limited, and the Town Council may wish to invest CIL
monies towards the project.

● Cllr Hearn highlighted to County Councillor Syminton that the barriers on the Robin
Hood roundabout were damaged and could they be repaired.

● The Clerk to the Youth Council explained that Station Road was used by many
young people to get home from the railway Station from school. In the winter it was
dangerous without lighting especially given that it is a shared cycle and footpath.
Hopefully installing lower level lighting would not have an impact on light
pollution.

● A resident spoke in support of the above comments made by the Clerk to the Youth
Council.

● A Member of the public spoke on his concerns for the proposed Nora Grace Hall
redevelopment in particular in relation to parking. He called for withdrawal of the
planning application and offered to help the Council with the project.

● A resident spoke with regards to planning application 23/02875/RET. He felt there
were some inaccuracies in the application, and had concerns about noise and
disturbance.

21704. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Council considered planning applications that had been referred by Dacorum Borough
Council for observation of this authority. It was decided to request the Local Planning
Authority to take the following comments into consideration when determining the
under-mentioned applications.
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23/02283/FUL Construction of new vehicular access. Access To Beeches Farm
Icknield Way Tring Hertfordshire

Proposed Cllr Farrow, Seconded Cllr Wilkie. Unanimously agreed to
make the following comment:

The Council recommended REFUSAL of this application on the
grounds of highways concerns. Including that the current speed limit is
too high, the line of sight, the footpath opposite exits into the open
space. There is no existing right hand turn but if one is created this
would be the third turning in the vicinity. In addition there are
pedestrian safety concerns as there is no footpath on the carriageway.

23/02819/FUL Construction of two new two bedroom dwellings. Land To The Rear
Of Clement House 23 High Street Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5AH

Proposed Cllr Patterson, Seconded Cllr Reynolds. Unanimously agreed
to make the following comment:

The Council recommended REFUSAL of this application on the
grounds of overdevelopment, loss of privacy and parking concerns. By
erecting houses in the space currently used as a turning area for cars
this could result in cars having to reverse out onto the High Street
which would be dangerous.

23/02807/FUL Construction of wooden shed. Land At West Leith Tring Hertfordshire.

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Wilkie. Unanimously agreed to
make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application but
would suggest that a condition is added to any approval granted
confirming that the shed must be used in connection to the woodland
planting.

23/02849/FHA Single story rear extension. 59 Grove Gardens Tring Hertfordshire
HP23 5PY

Proposed Cllr De Koning, Seconded Cllr Hearn. Unanimously agreed
to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.

23/02654/FHA Demolition of garage and porch. Construction of single storey side
extension and front porch. Raising height of existing side extension. 11
Cobbetts Ride Tring Hertfordshire HP23 4BZ (Laura Bushby)

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Patterson. X1 Abstained but x10
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.
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23/02875/RET Retention of extension to existing out building and link canopy. The
Castle Inn Park Road Tring Hertfordshire HP23 6BN

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Weston. Unanimously agreed to
make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application
subject to the views of the conservation officer.

23/02888/FHA Construction of a single storey garden shed. Tannenhof Bunstrux Tring
Hertfordshire HP23 4HT.

Proposed Cllr C. Nutkins, Seconded Cllr De Koning. X1 abstained.
X10 agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.

23/02896/FHA Single storey rear extension, new front porch and new window to right
side elevation. 5 Bulbourne Road Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5HF

Proposed Cllr Wilkie, Seconded Cllr De Koning. Unanimously agreed
to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.

23/02843/DRC Details as required by condition 3 (method statement) and 6
(landscaping) attached to planning permission 22/00456/FUL
(Demolition of the existing buildings. Construction of 7 new houses
with associated parking and landscaping) granted on appeal
APP/A1910/W/23/3316262. Convent Of St Francis De Sales
Preparatory School Aylesbury Road Tring Hertfordshire HP23 4DL
(Heather Edey)

Proposed Cllr Wilkie, Seconded Cllr Farrow. Unanimously agreed to
make the following comment:

The Council NOTED this application

23/02894/FHA Multi-purpose garden room at the bottom of the garden for office
space, storage, leisure space, and additional guest space. 38
Beaconsfield Road Tring Hertfordshire HP23 4DW

Proposed Cllr De Koning, Seconded Cllr Hearn. X2 Abstained and X9
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.
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23/02921/FHA Single-storey rear extension and front porch extension. 6 The Meads
Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5JF

Proposed Cllr Farrow, Seconded Cllr Hearn. Unanimously agreed to
make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.

LIST OF DECISIONS BY DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL IN RESPECT OF
RECENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Council noted the decisions by Dacorum Borough Council, which were circulated.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn. Seconded Cllr Farrow. To note the planning decisions
received. Unanimously agreed.

21705. TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS
The Council considered TRO 23013 The Hertfordshire (Temporary closing and temporary
waiting restrictions in the A41 Eastbound slip road leading onto A41 Tring interchange and
the A41 Eastbound slip road leading onto the eastbound carriageway of A41 (unnamed
road), Wigginton) Order 2024.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Weston, Seconded Cllr Hearn. To note the order received.
Unanimously agreed

21706. PREMISES LICENCES
None received.

21707. STANDING COMMITTEES
(i) the Planning Committee held on 4th December 2023
(ii) the Allotments, Environment & Transport Committee held on 4th December 2023

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Weston, Seconded Cllr C. Nutkins. To receive and note
the minutes and decisions made in the meetings above. Unanimously agreed

21708. OUTSIDE BODIES
● Cllr Patterson attended the meeting with Hertfordshire Highways about the

refurbishments to the High Street.
● Cllr Wilkie reported that the Tring Community Centre accounts had now been signed

off, that they would be having an AGM soon, a new manager had been appointed and
the roof and guttering was being repaired.

● Cllr Nutkins had attended a Justice & Peace group meeting where they had discussed
stopping the use of pesticides and bee friendly Tring.
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21709. TRING TOWN YOUTH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Youth Council meeting held in November 2023 were circulated ahead of the
meeting.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Wilkie. Seconded Cllr Hearn. To approve the minutes as
presented. Unanimously agreed.

21710. FINANCIAL MATTERS
Reports on the following were circulated prior to the meeting:
(i) The Clerk’s Financial Statement - the Clerk reported:

● On 29th November 2023 the Clerk had transferred £10,000 from the Utility Trust
Bank savings account to the current account to ensure that there were sufficient funds
to meet upcoming payments.

● Summarised income & items of expenditure for month 8.
● Reported on exercise of delegated expenditure including the appointment of: (1) a

consultant D. Thornton (£400 + VAT) to carry out a risk assessment of the water
facilities at any Council owned properties. (2) Bucks Flat Roofing Specialists Ltd
(£450 + VAT) to carry out roof repairs to the Nora Grace Hall.

(ii) To request that authorisation be given to transfer the tenant’s deposit for the First
Floor Market House (£1,575) plus the interest that would have been earnt if it had
been held in a separate account (£28.82) less 0.27p (money already in the NatWest
Business Reserve account) from the Unity Trust Account to the NatWest Business
Reserve Account.

(iii) To consider how to proceed with the repair/replacement of benches on the high street
which were 31 years old and either broken or very shabby. Only one supplier had
been approached for the replacement benches as they were the supplier of the
original benches and a similar as possible replacement was requested.

(iv) The Schedule of Payments was presented for approval.

(v) An update was given on proposed changes to the draft budget. Including:

Expenditure:
● Keeping salary tax & pensions as they are
● Increasing IT & Telecom services by £500
● Replacing members allowance with members travel expenses (£500)
● Adding £3,000 for climate change project (primarily the Great Big Green Week)
● Adding £1,139 extra to the Christmas budget

Income:
● Reducing interest to reflect that Unity Trust bank interest is received quarterly

rather than monthly.
● Updating the grants to reflect grant allocations received from DBC
● Keeping the precept at a 5% increase but updating it to reflect tax base for 24/25.
● Reducing recharging income by £2,000 (to reflect risk of outstanding invoices not

being paid)
● Reducing rental income by £1,000 (to reflect risk of outstanding invoices not being

paid)
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RESOLVED:
Proposed Cllr Weston. Seconded Cllr Reynolds.
(i) To receive and note the monthly account reports and to note the exercise of delegated

expenditure.
(ii) To authorise the Transfer of tenant’s deposit funds together with interest (total of

£1,603.55) from the Unity Trust Account to the NatWest Bank Business Reserve
Account.

Unanimously agreed.

Proposed Cllr Wilkie. Seconded Cllr De Koning.
(iii) To approve the purchase of replacement benches on the High Street (x11 in total). To

be replaced with an Eastgate seat with cast iron standards painted finish & iroko
timber slats natural planed finish. One bench would cost £672.00 per ea + VAT &
delivery (minimum delivery charge is £75). There may also need to be fitting costs
which were acknowledged and agreed. The fact that only one supplier had been
approached to enable as close a replacement as possible was also approved. These
costs were to be met from CIL monies.

Unanimously agreed.

Proposed Cllr Farrow. Seconded Cllr Hearn.
(iv) To approve the schedule of payments as presented.
Unanimously agreed.

Proposed Cllr Farrow. Seconded Cllr Reynolds.
(v) To agree to the proposed changes made to be made as detailed above.
Unanimously agreed.

21711. CLIMATE ACTION
A report had been circulated giving climate action updates including that TTC had signed
up to the Zero hour campaign in support of the Climate & Ecology Bill, and wrote to our
MP to request his support. A climate action working party had taken place on 11th
December attended by the DBC Portfolio Holder for Climate Change.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Wilkie. Seconded by Cllr Weston. To note the updates given.
Unanimously agreed.

21712. RENTAL INCOME
A report was circulated ahead of the meeting asking the Council:
(i) To consider whether a rent increase should be implemented on the Tring Market
Collective Limited agreement.
(ii) To receive an update on outstanding rent payments on Council owned properties.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn. Seconded Cllr Noxon.
(i) To waiver the rent increase this year.
(ii) To note the update given on outstanding rent payments on Council owned properties.
Unanimously agreed.

The meeting closed at 9.05 pm Chairman


