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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TRING TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBER, THE MARKET HOUSE, 61 HIGH STREET, TRING, HERTS HP23 4AB ON

MONDAY 22nd JANUARY 2024 AT 7.30 p.m.

Councillors: N. Nutkins (Chairman) Present
P. Hearn Present
B. Patterson Present
P. De Koning Present
R. Farrow Present
C. Weston Present
S. Wilkie Present
C. Blair Present
C. Nutkins Present
C. Noxon Present

Apologies: P. Reynolds
J. Mottershead

Also Present: Mrs. L. Housden, Town Clerk
Ms. C. Murray, Deputy Town Clerk
9 X Members of the public

21731. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Mottershead (Prior engagement), Cllr Reynolds (Unwell)

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Farrow, and Seconded by Cllr Patterson. To accept the
apologies for the reasons given. Unanimously agreed.

21732. TO MAKE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Patterson declared an interest due to sitting on the Dacorum Borough Council
Development Management Committee. At such meetings he would not participate
in the decision making process of any cases that had been considered by Tring
Town Council, but if it was his Ward he may speak on it.

Cllr Weston declared an interest due to temporary substitution on the Dacorum Borough
Council Development Management Committee in February. At such meetings she would
not participate in the decision making process of any cases that had been considered by
Tring Town Council, but if it was her Ward she may speak on it.

21733. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON 18th DECEMBER 2023

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Farrow and Seconded by Cllr Noxon. To accept the
Minutes and for the Mayor to sign them. Unanimously agreed.
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21734. MATTERS OF REPORT FROM THE MINUTES
A response had been received from the local MP in respect of the Town Council’s request
for him to support the Climate & Ecology Bill. He has said that he is bound by collective
Ministerial responsibility so is unable to support this private member’s bill. However he
did summarise what action is being taken regarding climate change & ecology.

21735. TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE TOWNMAYOR MAY
DESIRE TO LAY BEFORE THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

The Mayor reported that:
● On 9th January he had welcomed the High Sheriff of Hertfordshire to Tring and

they had visited the local history museum, the Council Chamber, information
office, ‘Our Bookshop’ and the Library.

● On 13th January he attended the opening of the new farm shop at Dunsley Farm.

The Clerk reported:

● She had attended the Town & Parish Council session with the DBC Development
management committee, virtually, on Friday 19th January:

- A planning enforcement officer gave a presentation on s215 notices which, in
summary, are discretionary notices that can be issued by DBC for things like old
furniture being left in front gardens (for an excessive amount of time) & the poor
state of repair of buildings e.g. fences falling down. Once issued the notice details
the steps required from the owner of the land. These can include clearance of the
land, tidying the land, carrying out external repairs, rebuilding, repainting or in
extreme cases demolition. Failure to comply with the notice can lead to
prosecution and a maximum £1,000 fine . Alternatively or in addition DBC can
arrange for contractors to go onto the land, carry out the works and invoice the
owner for the cost.

- Updates given re DBC planning department:

Central Government has awarded funding to DBC. This has to be spent between
now & March.
An advert has been placed for the temporary replacement of the development
manager whilst on maternity leave. Alternative contacts will be provided to Clerks
in the interim.
The Head of the conservation team is leaving in March and the position will need
filling.
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The Biodiversity Net Gain provision (BNG) comes into place on major planning
applications on 12th February. This is creating a lot of work for the department
with training and management.

Their priorities looking ahead are backlogs, Habitat and SANG, BNG, assisting on
the Local Plan.

● An email had been circulated to Councillors drawing their attention to the fact that
they can request items to be added to a Council or committee meeting agenda
together with a copy of the request form that needs to be completed should they
wish to make such a request.

● A planning decision is still awaited on the Nora Grace Hall redevelopment. The
delay is as a result of further information being requested from the planning
officer in respect of the Transport Report.

● The Clerk has reported the replacement barriers at the Robin Hood Roundabout &
County Councillor Symington has subscribed for the updates and emailed to chase
up.

21736. TRING TORNADOES PRESENTATION
The Chairman of the club gave a presentation which included the history of the club, the
current status, membership, existing facilities, the financial profile and facilities
development. He concluded that the club would like engagement and potentially funding
from both Tring Town Council and Dacorum Borough Council.

x7 members of the public left the meeting

21737. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A member of the public asked for clarification regarding application 24/00077/ROC. The
applicant was present and explained what the application was about.

21738. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Council considered planning applications that had been referred by Dacorum Borough
Council for observation of this authority. It was decided to request the Local Planning
Authority to take the following comments into consideration when determining the
under-mentioned applications.

23/03067/FHA Front porch, demolition of garage, part single and part two storey
extension to rear. Trade Winds Bulbourne Road Bulbourne Tring
Hertfordshire HP23 5QE

Proposed Cllr Farrow, Seconded Cllr De Koning. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.
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24/00036/ADV
Two free standing non-illuminated signs (retrospective). Flower Pots
Day Nursery 101 High Street Tring Hertfordshire HP23 4AB

Proposed Cllr Farrow, Seconded Cllr De Koning. Unanimously
agreed to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application
subject to the views of the conservation officer.

23/02988/FUL
The demolition of existing equestrian buildings and construction of a
detached dwelling, together with associated landscaping. Little Oaks
Farm Chesham Road Wigginton Tring Hertfordshire HP23 6JE

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr De Koning. Unanimously agreed
to make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.

24/00069/FHA Single storey extension to rear and side of dwelling. 11 Longfield
Road Tring Hertfordshire HP23 4DG

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Farrow. Unanimously agreed to
make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application.

24/00077/ROC Variation of Condition 2 (drawings) and Condition 3 (materials)
attached to planning permission 22/00656/FHA (Two storey front
extension) Allowed on Appeal reference APP/A1910/D/22/3301844
LPA reference 22/00656/FHA. 16 Harcourt Road Tring Hertfordshire
HP23 5JJ

Proposed Cllr Hearn, Seconded Cllr Weston. Unanimously agreed to
make the following comment:

The Council recommended NO OBJECTION to this application but
to note concerns from the neighbour.

LIST OF DECISIONS BY DACORUM BOROUGH COUNCIL IN RESPECT OF
RECENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Council noted the decisions by Dacorum Borough Council, which were circulated.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr De Koning. Seconded Cllr Farrow. To note the planning
decisions received. Unanimously agreed.
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21739. TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS
The Council considered: TRO24158 - The Hertfordshire (Temporary Closing of B4635
High Street, Tring) Order No.2 2024

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr de Koning, Seconded Cllr Farrow. To note the order received.
Unanimously agreed

21740. PREMISES LICENCES
None received.

21741. STANDING COMMITTEES
(i) the Planning Committee held on 8th January 2024
(ii) the Finance & Policy Committee 8th January 2024

RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Farrow, Seconded Cllr Hearn. To receive and note the
minutes and decisions made in the meetings above. Unanimously agreed.

21742. OUTSIDE BODIES
● Cllr Weston attended a farmers market meeting which she would share information about

at the next meeting.
● Cllr Hearn has been busy with Tring Charities who have been able to house a gentleman in

a property. She felt more alms houses were required.
● Cllr C. Nutkins had intended to go to the Patient Participation Group but it did not go

ahead due to technical difficulties
● Cllr Wilkie reported back on the Tring Community Centre. A new lease is in the process of

being entered into. The AGM is on 25th January. The accounts are now ready to submit.
● Cllr Patterson attended a meeting of the Tring Rural Parish Council.
● Cllr Nutkins reported a meeting with the Justice & Peace group who are asking people to

sign a petition objecting to the RFU hosting an Arms sale.
● Report circulated about Tring Together

21743. TRING TOWN YOUTH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Youth Council meeting held in December 2023 were circulated ahead of the
meeting.

Cllr Wilkie reported that she is liaising with DBC and Herts County Council about having
an artist to decorate the sports area on Brook Street.

Cllr Weston asked if graffiti could be addressed on the bridge at Duckmore Lane. Cllr
Wilkie said she would investigate.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Wilkie. Seconded Cllr De Koning. To approve the minutes as
presented. Unanimously agreed.
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21744. FINANCIAL MATTERS
A report on the following matters was circulated before the meeting, together with the
monthly account reports and quarter three analysis and forecast report:

(i) The Clerk summarised the financial position for December and highlighted items of
exceptional expenditure. The Council’s finances for the third quarter of the year were
reviewed, and the budget was expected to be on target for this year. The Clerk also
reported, in compliance with the financial regulations, that on 19th December 2023 the
Clerk had transferred £10,000 from the Utility Trust Bank savings account into the current
account to ensure that there were sufficient funds to meet upcoming payments.
(ii) A request was made to increase the Town Clerk and Town Warden’s credit card limit.
(iii) The recommendation made by the Finance & Policy Committee to open a Business
Savings Account with Nationwide Building Society was considered. If this was agreed the
Investment Strategy & Policy would need to be updated as follows:

‘4.6 The Council’s current investments are spread across two three different

institutions in order to reduce counterparty risk. Day-to-day banking will remain with

Unity Trust Bank (previously a subsidiary of the Co-operative Bank).

7.1 The Investments will be split between:

● CCLA Public Sector Deposit Account

● Unity Trust Savings Account

● Unity Trust Current Account (will hold a working balance)

● Nationwide Building Society Savings Account ‘

(iv) The Schedule of Payments was presented for approval.

RESOLVED:
Proposed Cllr Weston. Seconded Cllr Wilkie.
(i) To receive and note the monthly account reports, quarter three analysis and forecast,

and bank transfer.
(ii) To approve the increase of the overall credit card limit from £2,000 to £3,000 and the

Town Clerk (Mrs Housden) spending limit to £2,500.
(iii)

a. To agree to a new business savings account being opened with Nationwide
Building Society. The account would be the ‘6 Month Saver’, the amount to be
invested £250,000 and the signatories Lydia Housden (Clerk) Cllr N. Nutkins, Cllr
B. Patterson and Cllr C. Blair.

b. To amend the Investment Strategy & Policy as proposed above.
(iv) To approve the schedule of payments as presented.
Unanimously agreed.
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21745. THE BUDGET & PRECEPT 2024/25
As recommended by the Finance and Policy Committee, the Council finalised the precept
request to Dacorum Borough Council.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn. Seconded Cllr Farrow.
(i) To adopt the budget as presented and to request a precept of £185,405.63 (Band D
equivalent £34.53).
(ii) The sum of £4,750 be earmarked from general reserves for the Market House external
works fund.
Unanimously agreed.

21746. CONSULTATION SURVEY OF HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
BUDGET SPENDING 24/25
A report was circulated ahead of the meeting summarising Hertfordshire County Councils
proposals for their 24/25 budget. A number of councillors expressed how distressing the
national issue of lack of mental health care and resources in particular for young people
and the pressure it was placing on the voluntary sector.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn. Seconded Cllr Wilkie. To note the consultation survey
taking place, and if they wish to do so to respond as individual Councillors and encourage
residents to also respond individually. The Clerk, with the assistance of Councillors Hearn,
De Koning and Cllr C. Nutkins, to draft a letter to the MP setting out the Council’s
concerns about the lack of mental health funding, care and resources. Unanimously agreed.

21747. LAND EAST OF TRING PLANNING APPEAL
A report had been circulated updating the Council that correspondence had been received
highlighting that as a result of new material (Revised National Planning Policy & Housing
Delivery Test figures) the Council has an opportunity to submit written representations if
they consider that it affects the Council’s case put to the Inspector at the inquiry. A quote
had been obtained from the planning consultant of £800 should they wish to instruct him to
carry out this work.

A draft of the proposed representations was circulated at the meeting.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Farrow. Seconded Cllr Hearn. To instruct Mr Standen to draft
further written representations at a cost of around £800. Only one quote had been obtained
as in accordance with paragraph 11.1a (ii) the Council considered this a specialist service
and it could also be considered (iv) as an extension of an existing contract. Any
amendments to the draft representations to be approved by the Clerk in consultation with
Cllr Weston as the Chair of planning. Unanimously agreed.

21748. CIL EXPENDITURE
A report updating the Council of the current position was circulated ahead of the meeting
including:

● Final quotes had been received for the x11 replacement benches. £8,119.10 + VAT (To
supply & deliver benches). T.Clubb & Son’s Ltd £2,800 + VAT to install benches.
Approval was requested to sell the old benches.
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● Consent had been requested from DBC to replace the old or missing notice boards and
quotes for these should be presented at the next Buildings, Assets & Infrastructure
committee meeting. Quotes would also be presented at that meeting for
repairs/replacement bus stops on Church Square and Mansion Vista. The water bottle
refill station had been installed on Church Square.

A verbal update was given that hopefully DBC CIL funds could be used to finance the
other half of the proposed Brook Street Ball Court refurbishment and that the Youth
Council would carry out the consultation for this.

In respect of the proposed pedestrian crossing on Station Road it was suspected that the
total cost of this was likely to be closer to £100,000 so the Town Council would need to
fund more than the proposed £50,000, although part of the funding might come from the
Hertfordshire Locality budget for 25/26, which is when the build would realistically take
place.To start the project off, the Town Council would be required to pay for a detailed
design, road safety audit and public consultation (around £5,000 - £7,000).

Further proposals that had been received included: (i) a request from a resident for a litter
bin at the corner of Grove Road and Station Road. (ii) a picnic table with wheelchair access
for the Duckmore Lane community garden (iii) improved signage, lighting or speed tables
at the crossing on Brook Street to Mortimer Hill, and (iv) for a crossing to be installed
between Tesco and Pound Meadow.

During discussions that took place it was speculated as to whether the proposed extended
20mph scheme might mitigate some of the road crossing issues. It was also pointed out that
previous investigations had been made into installing a crossing between Tesco and Pound
Meadow, and installing paving from Dunsley Farm and this had been found to be
excessively expensive.

Councillors felt additional 20 mph signage was required in Christchurch Road after
concern had been raised as to the unacceptable exceeding of the 20 mph zones in Tring.

RESOLVED:
Proposed Cllr Weston. Seconded Cllr Hearn.
(i) To approve the final quotes for the benches (as above) and the proposal to sell the old
benches.
(ii) To note the updates provided as detailed above and to make further investigations as to
possible improvements to the Brook Street Crossing, additional 20mph signs and for the
Clerk to write to the Herts PCC regarding lack of enforcement of speeding .
(iii) To agree to fund from CIL monies via Hertfordshire County Council a detailed design,
road safety audit and public consultation for the proposed Toucan Crossing at Station
Road. (In the region of £5,000 - £7,000).
Unanimously agreed.

Proposed Cllr Hearn. Seconded Cllr Wilkie.
(iv) To approve the purchase from CIL funds of a picnic table with wheelchair access
(£732.36 + £60 shipping fee + VAT) for the Duckmore Lane Community garden.
Unanimously agreed.
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21749. FLAG
The Council were asked to consider a request from a Tring resident to borrow and use a
flag owned by the Town Council.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Hearn. Seconded Cllr Weston. Not to permit the flag to be
borrowed. Unanimously agreed.

21750. CLIMATE ACTION
A report had been circulated giving climate action updates including that the water bottle
refill station was being installed. Attempts were also being made to find out the status of
recycling for public bins. The DBC Portfolio Holder for Climate Change spoke to the
Climate Action Working Party. There has been discussion about adopting a Green Planning
Criteria to assist in making recommendations. Plans have begun for Great Big Green
Week, alongside Sustainable Tring. Christmas Tree Recycling was promoted on our social
media. Investigations are being made into assessing the environmental impact of our
website.

RESOLVED: Proposed Cllr Weston. Seconded by Cllr Farrow. To note the updates given.
Unanimously agreed.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm Chairman


