
MINUTES OF THE 49thTRING ANNUAL TOWNMEETING HELD AT VICTORIA
HALL, ON MONDAY 20thMARCH 2023 AT 8 p.m.

Present:

Councillors: C. Townsend, Town Mayor (presiding)
N. Nutkins
P. Elley
P. Hearn
R. Hollinghurst
R. Ransley
B. Patterson
S. Wilkie
K. Baker
A. MacDonald

Also present: Lydia Housden (Town Clerk)
Caroline Murray (Deputy Clerk)
Ben Cartwright (Town Warden)
Ray Flanigan (Information Officer)
Sally Symington (County Councillor)
44 registered electors of Tring Town

465. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from, Cllr McDowell (Unwell)

466. MINUTES
The Minutes of the 48th Annual Town Meeting held on Monday 21st March 2022
were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Mayor.

467. TOWNMAYOR’S REPORT
The Mayor outlined the activities the Town Council had carried out that year,
including:
● The Nora Grace Hall replacement project: Following a large public

consultation, tremendous progress has been made in moving forward with the
project. The Council had agreed to submit a planning application. The next
task is to find funding for the project.

● Concerns had arisen regarding the large-scale development plans for Tring.
This included the draft proposed new Local Plan. Dacorum Borough Council
are required to meet housing numbers provided by the government and to do
that would have meant building on green belt land. Professional advice had
been received by the Town Council to assist with the objections to those
proposals. More recently the concerns had related to an ongoing appeal
regarding development on Land East of Tring. The Town Council has again
paid for professional advice to help with their objections to that application.



● Sale of Bulbourne land: this was still an ongoing proposal but it is now likely
to be a decision for the new Town Council.

● Climate Change action has been an ongoing priority of the council. EV
chargers are still being considered but there have been a number of technical
hurdles. Attempts had been made to try and minimize use of pesticides on
allotment land and the climate change working party had engaged with
Bishops Wood school who had their own climate change working party.

● Grants have been made to a number of organisations including the Rennie
Grove Charity and Tring Music Partnership.

● The Town Council had considered around 250 planning applications this year.
The Mayor thanked the Planning Committee for all of their hard work in this
regard and how the recommendations made were usually in line with the
Dacorum Borough Council decisions.

● The new skate park (which Tring Town Council had made a financial
contribution towards) has been built and seems to be going well.

● The Mayor had attended many events throughout the year and the highlights
included: Tring Together Christmas Festival, WI Christmas Fayre, Summer
Carnival, and the Apple Fayre.

● Thanks were given to all the Tring organisations and in particular to the
trustees who do much of the work to make these events happen in Tring.

The Mayor concluded that it had been a wonderful year for Tring.

468. ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 2023/24

Councillor P. Elley (Chairman of the Finance & Policy Committee) explained the key
features of the budget for 2023/24:

● The budgeted expenditure for the upcoming accounting year is around
£315,000.

● 55% of the money to fund this expenditure will come from the precept, the
Town Council’s share of the council tax and 40% of the income will come
from the assets the Council owns.

● Expenditure covers staff wages, upkeep of properties, office costs and
projects.

● When work was first started on the budget the forecast for inflation was quite
worrying and there was considerable uncertainty about future costs of things
like energy. The decision was taken to maintain current services, but not
embark on any new projects that would need to be funded from the precept.

● This will mean that for a Band D property the increase will be £2.74 for the
year. So the new Band D rate will be £32.89 per year.

● The Finance & Policy committee will carefully monitor spending against the
budget over the year.

● Community Infrastructure Levy is a charge on all new houses for which the
Town Council receives a small proportion of what is raised on developments



within the town. CIL monies enable the Council to fund projects that we
would not otherwise be able to do. It is currently proposed that a large
amount of this money will be used to part fund the Nora Grace Hall project.

469. REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
A list of the Town Council representatives on outside bodies had been provided.
There were no questions.

470. GUEST SPEAKERS

1. Tring Army Cadets

A Cadet Corporal spoke about the benefits of the army cadets. He had been with the
cadets for over four years and felt it had made him a better person. The cadets had
taught him core values and standards including courage, discipline, integrity, loyalty
and selfless commitment. The organisation brings people closer together and offers a
place to escape to, specifically for him as he had been a carer for his mother at a
young age. It also enabled the cadets to obtain life skills and gain new qualifications.
For instance the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme. He asked for support in creating a
dedicated centre in Tring for the cadets as they currently meet in Tring School.

2. Tring Music Partnership

Thanks were extended to the Council for financially supporting the group. The group
was created in June 2021 because musical activities had stopped during the Covid
pandemic. They are now in the second year of running the group so have more of a set
programme including:

● Networking events,
● A free musical theatre workshop for children
● Music at events eg. The Tring Apple Parade, Ukraine Hosting Network

fundraiser, stages at the Tring Christmas festival
● Big band jazz workshop
● Musical theatre instrumental workshops
● Gala celebration of music

Upcoming events included:

● Providing music at the Coronation Events
● Going in to primary schools for ‘Have a Go’ sessions
● Providing music at the Summer Carnival
● Supporting Tring Youth Theatre
● Providing music for the FOTCH family day.



471. THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY AWARD 2023

The winner of the Annual Community Award of £300, to be donated to a charity of
the recipient’s choice, was announced by the Town Mayor as Trish Dowden.

Trish has received two nominations from the public and the reasons that had been
given were as below:

‘Trish runs the Tring Food Bank, building and running a large team of volunteers who
man the church every day to support people in food-need. The food bank is under the
banner of DENS and Trish's role is voluntary. She, of course, doesn't shout about it -
but it's a big, invisible job. She also volunteers for large town events like the Platinum
Jubilee and the Xmas Festival. (She's very clear that this is voluntary, not paid time).
She is also the secretary of the charity FOTCH (Friends of Tring Church Heritage).’

‘Trish is the cheerful and effective organiser of Tring's participation in the DENS
Food bank scheme, which has been needed in 2022 as never before. Trish has
assembled and sustains a dedicated team of volunteers to host daily foodbank
sessions, ensures smooth liaison with DENS itself and arranges one-off activities, like
the Christmas 2022 parcels. Trish makes the Foodbank happen in Tring. She also
arranges a regular lunch for elderly and isolated town residents. Furthermore, she is
the efficient secretary for Friends of Tring Church Heritage, which works to sustain a
vital community asset for the town. She certainly deserves recognition and our
gratitude.’

472. SPECIAL COMMENDATION AWARD

The Town Council has decided to give an additional award this year - a special
commendation award to Eileen Wilton who has been a dinner lady at Bishop Wood
School for 50 plus years, an achievement to be commended. The Mayor would be
going into the school the next day to make a presentation to her.

473. OPEN FORUM

● A resident spoke about the Marshcroft Lane development and the inquiry. He was
disappointed to see there were no Town Councillors at the inquiry and asked for a
response from the Council regarding their input to the process. The Mayor responded
that a legal representative had been appointed to represent the Town Council at the
inquiry. Cllr Baker pointed out that the appeals process is part way through. The
developer has a very strong team and will make opposing the application very
difficult. Cllr Baker reminded the meeting why the Town Council are opposing the
planning application. This included firstly the loss of acres of green belt land.
Secondly, the impact it will have on Tring as it would be a large expansion on the
town without the necessary infrastructure. Cllr Baker expressed a preference for
gradual, manageable development on infill sites and brown belt land. He emphasised



that the more people that go to the appeal, the more the planning officers will
recognise the opposition.

● Another resident asked about how to engage in the inquiry and the original speaker
stated that the chair of the inquiry is willing to let members of the public attend and
speak if they register their interest. Cllr Hearn pointed out that it is possible to make a
written statement.

● A resident spoke about the recent damage that had been discovered to have occurred
to the Ashridge Estate.

● Someone asked whether the Council is aware of Aylesbury Garden Town masterplan.
● Cllr Wilkie stated that the developers have a powerful team behind them. The reasons

given by Dacorum Borough Council in the Local Plan for Green Belt land to be used
for development was being used against them. However, this was a draft document
and there are a number of organisations working together to oppose the development.
She emphasised that it would be helpful for residents to attend. The Clerk pointed out
that the Council has appointed a Landscape Consultant to prepare a report as evidence
for the inquiry and the council’s legal representative will be speaking later in the
inquiry. The Landscape issues are currently timetabled to be addressed on Tuesday
28th March.

● A resident spoke about Nora Grace Hall, and was disappointed that Cllr McDowell
was not present. He spoke about the history of the build and could not understand why
alternative plans were not considered. He felt the Council was coming up with a
scheme that is not what the Town needs, and is curious about alternative proposals
that were considered. He cannot find the Minutes that states the agreement of the
appointment of the architect, and wanted to know the Council’s consideration of Tring
Art Group’s alternative proposal and budget costings. He asked how it was decided
that this was the right scheme, and secondly what cost plan the Council was working
to. The Mayor responded, and the Clerk confirmed that the due process had been
followed with the appointment of the architect and that she would forward the
relevant Minutes to the resident after the meeting.

● A resident spoke about the gabion walls and asked if the architects have ever designed
and built a building clad this way, and if Councillors have ever seen one.

● A resident spoke about the future of Pendley Court Theatre as she believes it has been
on the market. She asked if there was any information about this, and whether the use
of the building has to remain the same. She asked what would happen if this were lost.

● A resident spoke about the difficulty in running the theatre profitably.
● A resident from Tring Art Group spoke about the Nora Grace Hall. He spoke about

the consultation and that only a small proportion of the population had responded to
the consultation. Out of those who had responded lots of comments had been made
but only one aspect of the project design had changed. None of the fundamental issues
have been addressed eg. accessibility. He felt the design is not suitable for adaptation
or expansion. He felt the gabion walls served no structural purpose, and that there will
be health and safety issues eg. use as a climbing wall, and crevices for infestation. He
felt a lot of issues about the plan have not been thought through, in particular the
inside and usage generally.

● Someone spoke in support of the Council’s excellent consultation and that more could
not have been done. He wanted to show support for the work that has gone on and that
the Council has done great work in taking the project forward.

● Someone spoke regarding Nora Grace Hall, and that the wrong scheme is being



supported, and that the Tring Arts Group proposal is better. He asked for
reconsideration. The second point he made was regarding an inaccuracy in the Town
Crier. Finally, he spoke about Bulbourne, and building development in an AONB. He
felt it was not a sustainable location for housing and if built on could be used as a
precedent for further development.

The Mayor concluded the evening by saying what a privilege it has been to be Mayor over
the last two years.

The meeting closed at 9:20 p.m.

Signed ………….…………………..
Town Mayor


